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MEDICINAL USES

• Anti-Bacterial

• Anti-Emetic effects

• Anti- Inflammatory

• Decrease joint pain from arthritis

• Decrease cholesterol level

• Used in cold, cough & Bronchitis

• Used in treatment of motion sickness, nausea, vomiting 
and arthritis

SIDE EFFECTS

• Mild GIT effects such as heartburn, diarrhoea, irritation 
of mouth and stomach discomfort.









CHEMICAL CONSTITUENTS
• It contains 4-15% volatile oil, 45-65% resin and 20% 

gum.

• Volatile oil contains pinene and organic disulphide 
including isobutyl propenyl disulphide responsible for 
the alliaceous odour.

• The resin consists of asaresinotannol, ferulic acid, 
umbelliferone and galbanic acid.

• There are three sulphur compounds that have been 
isolated from the asafoetida resin, namely:

a) 1-Methylpropyl-1-propenyl disulphide

b) 1-(Methylthio) propyl-1-propenyl disulphide

c) 1-Methylpropyl-3-(Methylthio)-2-propenyl disulphide.



Chemical Tests
1. Power + water → Trituration → Milky white emulsion
2. Fractured surface + HNO3 → Green colour

Uses
1. Asafoetida used as a carminative, as an expectorant, as an

antispasmodic, as a laxative.
2. It is used as a repellent against dogs, cats, deer and rabbits

etc.
3. It is also used as a powerful nerving stimulant especially in

nervous disorders related to hysteria.
4. Galbanic acid (GBA) is the active constituent present in the

asafoetida having anti cancerous activity.
5. It is used as a flavouring, food preservative and fragrance.




