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BIODIVERSITY CONCERN

« The Earth is losing species at an alarming rate

» Some scientists estimate that as many as 3 species per hour are going extinct and 20,000
extinctions occur each year.

* When species of plants and animals go extinct, many other species are affected.

*How many species are there?
-- 1.4 million named species (70% of which are invertebrates)
-- estimated 3 to 50 million species alive!




Threats to biodiversity

Habitat destruction

Deforestation and forest degradation

Exploitation

> 100,000 plant/animal species lost in last 5 years
Pollution

Global Climate Change
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Species Introductions
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IUCN: International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources

. 1948 E\'I;nci _ Tl"reier:cd - C%f'?wj(l;t':n‘ Extinct (EX)
° I EX EW @ @ | NT LC
SWItzerIand = Extinct in the Wild (EW)

Critically Endangered (CR}

(Adequate data) (Threatened) Endangered (EN)

* Red Data
° Green Data Vulnerable (VU)
e Blue Data (Evaluated) Near Threatened (NT)

Least Concern (LC)

Data Deficient (DD)

Not Evaluated (NE)




More than 28,000 species
are threatened with extinction

That is 27% of all assessed species.
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