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One of the scholars to whom Galileo offered his telescope to view the newly discovercu declined to look, expressing the certainty that no real moons could possibly be seen deca them could be found in Aristotle's treatise on astronomy! 
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13.3 (EVALUATING SCIENTIFIC EXPLANATIONS) 
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(Compatibility with Previously Well-established Hypotheses) 

ATE 

H 

7 

5- 

That discovery was discussed in section 12.2 as an illustration of the use o 
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the Method of Residues 
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fquaaaT T ATE TAT (Predicitive or Explanatory Power) 
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SCientists may, however, consider and even use inconsistent hypotheses for years, while awaiting the

TEsolution of that inconsistency. This was for many years the situation with respect to the wave and 

corpuscular theories of lights. 
rediction is sometimes retrospective. In The Descent of Man (1871) Charles Darwin suggested conse- 

quences of his evolutionary theories that could not be confimed at the time. He wrote: "In each great region 

the world the living mammals are closely related to the extinct species of the same region. It is, theretore, 

probable that Africa was formerly inhabited by extinct apes closely allied to the gorilla and chimpanzee; and 

as these two species are now man's nearest allies, it is somewhat more probable that our eariy progenitors 

ed on the African continent than elsewhere. "But at the time Darwin wrote, traces of early humans were 

SOome poorly understood Neanderthal remains from Europe. His prediction was veritied only 

CS1Xty years later when the first discoveries of ancient hominid fossils were made in Africa. 
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