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 Many Library science professionals tried to 
develop cannons of library classification

 Such as E.C. Richardson, H.E. Bliss, etc.

 In 1937, Dr. Ranganathan developed the 
cannons in his book “Prolegomena to Library 
Classification”



Cannons of Idea Plane

Cannon of characteristics

Cannon of Difference Cannon of Difference 

Cannon of Ascertainability

Cannon of Relevance 

Cannon of Permanence 



Cannon of succession of characteristics 

Cannon of Concomittance 

Cannon of Relevant succession 

Cannon of Consistent succession 



Cannon of Array of classes

Cannon of Exhaustiveness 

Cannon of Exclusiveness

Cannon of Consistent sequence 

Cannon of Helpful sequence 



Cannon of chain of classes

Cannon of Decreasing extension 

Cannon of Modulation 



Cannon of filatory sequence

Cannon of subordinate classes 

Cannon of Co-ordinate classes Cannon of Co-ordinate classes 
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