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Analysis of life and livelihood crises during Pandemic
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Introduction:

Till the WHO recognized COVID-19 as Pandemic, it had spread in many developed countries. Besides being equipped with

the highest level of scientific research on virology, types of disease as well as medical systems, they were unable to get

diagnosis as what kind of virus it is. Control and treatment of this was far away. They were helpless stop spread of this and

save the lives of its population. Spreading nature of this pandemic was recognised as uncontrollable and the first possible

step was to isolate one another and strictly forbid Physical contact with a minimum distance of two yards and covering of
nose and mouth by mask.

Every country dealt with this situation in their own suitable way. Some imposed full lockdown, some partial and the U.S. did

not opt for any lockdown. Loss of human beings was proportional to their measures. Boundaries of international borders

were sealed by almost all the countries.

oon India too recognised the gravity of this world wide situation. It was able to decide at once as what could be done. It has
n ﬂ m, . . . . . . .
ot faced this type of situation before, though some said it is a kind of repetition of a pandemic after every 100 years
~=~ . . . agage .
rospection of available medical facilities was nowhere near to meet the challenge. The only measure available was to

imno - . -
pose nationwide lockdown with zero mobility of human beings. The aim was to save the life of individuals

M”H““MHM MH_HH_H_M:M“QE% to o.E.o Emm. pandemic as it could not be diagnosed. We did not foresee this situation.
o . Hw countries :a._w.m"ooa :o&rna to meet the requirement of personal protective gears,
N 3 j ‘ ntilators, and preliminary medicines. Our indigenous production was nowhere near the base
ependency on imports.
Announcement of Lockdown 2020:
Pri - .
oq““no QZ_““MH“”Ha“u“w”“ﬂ:o”o& the first 21 days of India's lockdown on 24 March 2020. The lockdown was
A n isaster Zw:wmnw:n:" (NDMA) Act, 2005. During his address to the nation he said,
is interpreted as Life is more important than other things. On 11 April 2020, in a meeting
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Wit rs d he Prime Minister said "Our mantra earli was Jaan I ai toh
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with the Chief Minister's of Ir
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- : 14 April 202, oy,
intention was to bring life and livelihood together. On P 0, ano
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ded the lockdown, with adjustments, to 03 May 2020. ;__;, "
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' Modi in which he ex . o . N | |
made by . inister's fifth meeting with the Chief Ministers on 11 May, the Prime Minister said thy 5&5 i ra
In the Prime Ministe demic world; just as the world changed afier the world wars, ocasm the sns;w N Sy an

¢ post coronavirus pandemi 3 . o oa_ .
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On 12 May 2020, the Prime Minister addressed the nation saying thaf corona virug pandemic Was . .
" ) ) . . B . . . _.5m
India to develop self-dependency in every situation. He proposed the Atmanirbhar Bharat g:a&: ao_wass )
Mission) economic package. "
Effects of Lockdown:

The abrupt order of lockdown has a direct impact on the livelihood

their native place instead of dying due to starvation and homelessness.
The measures to meet daily life needs were closed so abry,

on the mess of God.

Constitutional rights and Lockdown :
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Government intended to save lives, Individuals intended to find the Wways for their live]; . . _
Was 10 save themselves:



the chain. Families cannot mect cach other and vacations for a long time create difficulty because to meet with each other
transportation is required. Closing of restaurants also affects the people since onc has to remove the mask in closed spaces
and people talk to cach other. Similarly, other contact scrvices have had to be stopped during lockdown. All mediums of
entertainment were just closed to stop people at home,

Educational impact

Some could work from home (WFH) via the net but most could not. Children had to have classes via the net. The use of
telecom services shot up. But the efficiency of work and studics was not what it used to be since people were not used to the
new requirements. At home there is distraction and the office or classroom environment cannot be created easily. Parents had
to help children in various ways so had to take time out from work and school fees also became a burden on parents as they
had no carning at that time simultancously. Teachers also need a salary because they teach online which is not less than a big
task.

Some children committed suicide. Reports suggest that many children simply dropped out of the schools since parents either
migrated back to their villages or could not pay the fees. For children to sit in one place for hours and pore over a small
screen is difficult — their attention span is limited. Teachers had to devise new ways of teaching online which is not easy. All
this has set back learning for many children.

Everyone's earning depends on others, the situation became pathetic especially for the middle class.

?_Q..Wmmos was one and only way to spend time but due to the closing of the TV industry, the daily soaps also closed. Almost
every person, group or industry suffered financial loss.

Migrant workers walk with their children to their villages after India announced a nationwide lockdown due to the
coronavirus pandemic

The digital divide impacted the poor. They did not have access to Wi-Fi and/or did not have the devices.

Psychological impact .

People need to meet each other for bonding and support. Children learn through socialisation with each other and that affects
their social development. Thus, isolation has led to huge psychological effects on people. And oppositely some are forced to
live together at home with the family to spend quality time with each other. But, where the problems already existed that one
cannot tolerate other, that things reached breaking point and violence increased.

During the year festivals have been low key both because of economic hardship and need to isolate. Sports events stopped or
were postponed or held in an unnatural setting without spectators. Visits to religious places stopped for much of the year.
Cinema halls and theaters were closed. All this aggravated the psychological impact on people.

The result has been that people are frustrated and willing to go back to the pre-pandemic days.

Realizing this shocking situation, our government had to take some actions. But in a country of this huge population, no
measure could be imposed immediately. Differences between Central and State governments also emerged.

Now the Government had to focus on two main fronts:

Should we save lives or livelihoods? This question becomes the global question that has put policymakers, citizens and govts

in a quandary. As well as the other questions include: How long should public health be prioritised over economic

Prosperity? By temporarily shutting down the economy, is the cure becoming worse than the disease? Until when can we

sacrifice the nation’s economic potential and reduce GDP growth?

This was equal to snatching a bite from someone's mouth

Assumptions were that any reductions in the current lockdown restrictions in th
term economic damage,

Life:

¢ country will result in much deeper, long-

Immediate development of medical infrastructure, procurement of consumables and equipments, production of life saving

drugs, innovation for development of vaccines, enforcement of protective habits in entire population.
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Livelihood: .
The very first need was food. Government opened its reserve stock and released dry products to jy's tWo-thirg uo?;,ﬁ
free of cost. ,

. . arted with disbursement di .
The requirement of cash for other need was realised and cash transfer st . et 10 the
accounts,

Since there is a limit to the time that the lockdown can be extended in India, the government does not haye , Choice,
ensure that the lockdown turns out to be successful. However, if the poor people find it tough to Survive :._nSmn?nw frg
tenure of the lockdown, they would not refrain from coming out on the streets in search of the livelihood. Thig May eng,
the principle of socia] distancing, leading to an increase in the cases of COVID19. Therefore, the &overnment hyq ey
that these people are able to survive themselves during the lockdown period. To make it happen, the

distribute direct cash to such vulnerable Population. Typically, the governments are cautious in &mﬁccasm cash as g

as 10 ensure that none of the not-vulnerable people get this benefit. However.

people get the advantage. The positive point is that ov;
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COVID-19 second wave:

Opening of 2021 was quite pleasant and many social, reljpj
February, 2021 the sign of re- emergence of pandem;

10,000 new cases a day and the disease hag surged since then,
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responsibility to cater all the requisites of life saving medicines, oxygen, enhancement of hospital facilities, free ration

distribution to almost 70% of population and many more.

Having shouldered with responsibilities of their people, state governments released their modus operandi and acted

accordingly with best possible measures.

]t was also decided that the only and only step to eradicate this menace was vaccinating the entire population

Conclusion and Suggestion:

There was a perfect balance between life and livelihood. No chaos, no turbulence, no industrial loss, no job-loss. But strict
compliance of safety instructions by administration brought the situation well under control.

Governments and people have learnt the lesson from past experiences. Now resources are adequate enough to meet future
challenges. People have changed their habits towards individual and social safety. The major relief is that by the time the
third wave is expected and our 70% population shall have been vaccinated with achievement of herd immunity. Whereby
impact shall be mitigated to large extent.

The challenge to save life and livelihood together could be faced successfully with the contribution of every individual of
our country.

The tyranny does not end here.

The massive loss of human lives of the order of more than 4 Lakh people has left behind so many setbacks to our social
systems. Family did not remain family with the loss of earning members; even many of these have lost all adult members.
No source of livelihood. Orfanity is seen in many families.

Here comes the major role of all the governments, NGO?s, entrepreneurs to come forward and extend their hands to shoulder
responsibility of such deprived and downtrodden people of society towards leading a reasonable and respectful life. Here
also it requires the clarity in approach so that the initiative does not die down in due course of time. It is pleasant to note that

all the above elite segments have come forward and extending the wholehearted support generously on long term basis.
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