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R ¥ I SUEH U9 UK :
T & Ged |

Sl D FAR*

AT 74 T H A B IR BT TG b o |
Uee (1626—1628 3.), FOTRI- SERTR @ eRIA®TA (1605—1627 S.)
H IR WRA BT AT fHAT o, F FIET H el & IATGT BT U
3reaT q faxgad fqaRor oxqd fbar 8| 99 T & il & fUs]
DI ABpfd 9 wIET BT AT I g I9a fARre A i & Ay
auf frar 2 7

PTG IR 9 T AR & 999 9@ & dwee
H g9E B R I 919 W B I § B 39 AR
IR H AT DI UIH W YT off | U=l 3R H ST I
@ UG W o7 IR 39 oy N 96 &1 AMaegHham 2l
off | IRAMEG el & IMIR W IJg o1d =aar & & s
AEEIRAT B G dre’ W Bl S o | dAfbd 164l @&l @l
FAINT TP dre B I el of R8T o | A Bl {5 g W
o fBar S Wear & U8 Wew 91 gfoer of’ fR W uw
FRed 8 f6 arRa § el & 98 a¥g ofl, fSae! Ui &R IR
@ YRS Barell BT T Iqa AT| 1601 5. H €4 haex IRd
Ugd | S/IH el Bl |alfeed HAgedqUl WM IAE 9T | 9
TSR A9 SAT & 1607 5. H Al DI RGN & [oTg TITATA
g B o Ao 21 1609 3. # faferaw g gRT Ra | ol
g R 4 fFafa @ gsnfaa awgell 3 id &1 Akt e
fear war o iR gTeie § are B e def gRT 9o U e

{8 ST UG fqummeger, siaerd a9, Ta. of. T, difers], WRAyR, (J191.)

1



January & July 2020 LYNCEAN:JCHS, Vol. 13

| W 39 qeu B I fhar S |@ear § 6 IR AR &
e & fou Hwe o el a&g &1 e Hid R 3ifds
MRIAT Bt oY [

R AT A B wRl H I§ FAUR gwg” off, S I B
AuTe HeMi, Ry, oRmd, ST H, gdi 9 @ ey Uar
Bl B 3MRT & fde il Sdres & 9 o= & fRusly,
T, U, YR, WHar fe | S8l 9 SferT H Searfed A
BT U B, TABI TG Al AT IUANT Y AT ST o 3R
IHR b THI Th Ig ARG ABRrd W T8 8 Far o
Safh SR & HId dd §9Tel T el 39+l oRA AIF1 IR o
3R WTESTET & BT | USHT BT YT b= a1 bl ol |

IR # afae sH@) Had WRES 9 RN fHE @
T S O | RS ORI B YR AUE! JAEHAGEE H B G
R Red g (a9 H 3fEdeEG we) H & g 1) S 39 99 A
IAET BT YT Ds o 3R I8l & IUGH BT AR AR
BRA ® @l & forv fata &= fear Sirar or | T g9 |
Al o w31 § A Ui Biar of O @ER § AW 9 fagrd e
3R SHSI IR I FIMT & e Th BT H Y—HRT H
BIAT AT ST 3WRT ¥ 50 Hiel 1 3 WX Sferor—ufdam # Rerq o |
A H g WRAYR DI AT H 21 5 BRI A §9 HROT el
Fifs THDT A FUL! AP o S dlel HRAT ARR A Feld
J| OMT & Mdeadl &3l | IIed idd uelqhd Af¥d g
BIAT o7 IR DT JRIR AT BaT Sl AT Fifd T§ MAThR
BT o7 | STdfd IR &l Al fefdhar & v # o v aRa
BT 1Al AT | ¥d BT Acirde saa! wifad off safey, ey &
T IISS dRR & JT UT8US & axTeR o |

JehTolld ATITRG IR BT el T 3Mhold By
R Ig T GHE 3dl & fb Jef gvols Mol e & YT &l
UrRIASGdl ol o URg 99T §Ys dc ¥ R o7 $AfIg el AT

2
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fefrar <M1 @1 U & Soft | J@r | Wi § J=fi AR @
G 3 @Al & Ghlael H o AT W AvS] Tdb SIPR o T
H BB D BT o |

el B B DA IS oiel o IR IHBI B AT B
®U H SWANT B AMY SIR-T ST AT, I§ A< Agedqul a2
2| Yoae e faeRer # 9arar € 6 oM a_Ad & 8 @ Ar
B S | e a1 & Sl ol | PR SR W § Al 9R AN
P SRM B IMUET S Ui X ol ol 3R A
AR @ 3 T 3facar @ IR H SIafd U U ol off,
Ble o o Y| e @ ufeadi MR H MeidR 8l o |
P—HH] FlEAT STeal 3N AqdT BHA DI HICAT 9gd qHd D
fo wIffd a) A M R AYHFERT & SRE el =T [T
G ol ot oIk T T\ & R [T DB A oA wifs aw
ST IT 3§ &I HET DY Fahcll ol |

N B BAA R AR (U ®el) B off SR gwH
afear TR AET H ST off a1 98 31 IUred BT HAebd Bl
of s forg e &1 T8 7RIS &1 Jraegsdhar gkl o | dels
S Y Ul BT S 9 Uh BRI dHIS dd BIST Sfidl o |
el af RER (Ged) i a1 AaigR Bee O d YT gl
oT| U §raT H Ieu~ USTEaR Bl 16—17 ©S AP Udh HUS—TTSe
3FrdT Y H QAR IET STl AT | IE {oS AT H3AT 38 BIT Bl
IR # ATIRUT JMEHT BT oaTg (F™da: 5 B 5 §9 I 5 BT
10 9 I1T 6 Wic) =T &1 BIaT o, foraH gl 98 &R 7T
off S & offel T & Wk R AT 32 Wi & TR T 6 WIc T
TSe AT Hus # ARG oT| $HH &1 AT 1 Al TS REDR
3T BRI | e @I 3T 4B fearax e o e wevawy
TNl & BRI UM TERT Al 7 ARG ofdl AT | 37d 39 g1
P 16 99 & forg ReR d1 8Y Big d o A ar <
MATBR BAT AT TS| & Al 48 ST AT AR FUYR & U Bl
T @ WR Bl ATl gRT 9= a1 <d O iR fR A tefa
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Il BT IHEST B oId I Td IH el HUS W d9 dF @7 I8
& ST o W9 9% a8 W9 @) Wifd HSR T 8 WY | 569
qre g7 el &7 oI S o | 3/ qTh! &l AUl Pl YepTeT
q a1 Y 9 8¢ U Ml & aad H @l ST o, Al a8
w9 G Y| N b °S DI g1 H Sleal G oIl off
If e R @ after § U "er N @ |

U BU AT TSS H AT 10 W 12 IR A Heberar o
el B USTaR & STER | IR Uede qardm © b a9 & IRM
Y S AT M T 79 H 5 I % R g@ o I | Ig AR
AT %0 H o ud o H fe el ot fO q@e] sferar Wy
HRD YA ST Ahdl AT | W I TRA US| AqdT AIC HIS|
B Mg B (U e SuIrh off | R’ e Joreaear # Al
H STk Bl ol S N [T Sl o | I8 ' A oo WA
A AfH Fodbl ol oY | 3fd: SHSD! Ul fSAT URIEor &
UgAE 3 Sl ol | 3l UBR $AD! uraw & Ui MiRed
g & folu Ul 9 ISR SEGT UK qER 9 Ud gy o
e9 PR W B od O | Fife I g8 Yeg Bl A A gqDI THD
AT T S Fhal ol IR I8 Sy &l dxg fafv=r <
fRa=et off | it gomell @1 eArR I' A gRREa faar
AT o b sHH X A1 T A1 B Helrg T8 ®, Fifh JqRa
®I LT H IT A9 A% B AT AT| 3H GHR DI ST B
418 dhact A1 Udh HRYT AT 3R T8 AT IADI ol 98 & [ofy |
g HH—HH Q| T Gred gu Al B SIar o Sfd Wiell @,
SEfs T ael 81 O SR W J8 gU ' ¥, gEd @ foy
IIC[ER 4% ¥ BrS AT ST o1, d9 I 7] U Sl off |

bl B UE Fad B ol Rifd I8 PHOR, HH AT
99T T9d aToll AT T BRI & T I Bl 2l | 3R WIS
R ST BT o7 IR 9 UYe—UlcaR ursex H uRafid
SIAr of | A &1 g Al B B qurEer B o de @ fog

URIC U ST d Sfea 9 H 31 GIM dTell SaTexvl URd
4
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FRAT &— 98 Pedl & (& [’ d Udh ded gu diddd & FAM
g R/ anfl o gof SWR g diaq R oreT 8, ‘R’ S9 afad
& WA T, Ol U9 YUl A9 W T, B b Jg e
AWl & IHHE 2 O U Sae A= & SR by fAuEl @l
gifedi Td ddell®l & U8 UR HRA TS § T 9 dad
gRads gd o8y W gRAf o 1 8 dfew o= ¥: e gol
D R gdd AT B 98 TH 91 394 AR Sfedr & e A
IR UG UE # FHed | HHl el 7| RER ud Ay @
DT H U WU BT AR & | $9 UBR I dHed I &l AT DI
&I B T

I T BT oI & v 9 BROT & qN H T Uewde
9 31 dfedt foger we fFar 5| 98 FEar 2 b aafas
FYET A1, Sl 9 BW D GHY gq18 ol ofl, DT oA
IcUTET ATF 300 718 TP & HIMAT o7 3R I8 US H S 8
arell el | I H 3rAed off | g SqHdT g Tl el
& B g9 Rerd it § e arel UR U & HROT 7 aife
AT UMl el BT &I g "ieAT 997 <dl AT | 98 I8 |l FRTaAT
garar & b ama—urq sraRerd 1 il § ¥ UP H @RI U 4
T | HIST U B Fehdl o, W 59 Reafcr § @R ol | Uar
B Ul 1 el & e A U ¥ Rifd S wd ¥ e Y
N & i & Tl | BH | BA (D ST Ui A9 qed ¥ 31fdw
BT o

e SAEH ® &85 9 WIH

Uedc 9 S Al 9 WHEl &AM 1 Al fRdRYdS oA
fpar 8, S8l W N & USaR 9 Idred &1 Hrd 8idl o7 | 349
Rl # Facdd UHR B A 9 fgdas oft 3 9ia & Sdaes
gASE BT € gUF ' WRg S9 AT B b BRU BINWDI
UoRe (1620—27 3.) ERI WMl & M &7 fJavor ygard Ul
gl gR&e Tiid BT 21 T I & M A1 el A

5
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g WG S8 A=Id R Al & A BT Uede BRAl © S s

IR ggE GRbel | B Sl 2 | AU SHD §RT 57 WA Bl
T 4 Q9 qa5 Ay A U H Y Agerd

A Bl | qIAAT UiE WIEl g S It M dTet Ial
T o IqD faavor # e & —

1.

AT — SATRAT <ad (Th BN, ORBT (4 D),
AeReRd (S 6 &), e (U, 5 @),
AT (4 BI), YFISITST (6 ®I4), HIFMET (6 ®IN4), IRAYR
(4 @), TIdR @AfTPR 4 BN), ISNIRIRT (TAIST 4
HI), USXel (4 M), Ugdhedl (7 b)), @HSIR (5
PBI¥), gadADS] (4 HI¥), EST (7 BI), AT (5
BId), JABTST (4 BI) |

YA (@A) — FFET W 10 DN UREd H, " A (2
H¥), A (2 D), IRaAST (RIRART 1 $H), TR (2
BI¥), HETYR (1 BI), TR (1 HIE), IHEEM (2 Hi),
1A (117 ), ARSAT (3/4 BRI), BETR (5 DIN) |

JASR — qIFT & 10 BF g4 H| &R (3 W) AR (4
BI4), BAve (4or), AF 2 &), aRel (1172 o),
RNEaReET (3 &™), oid ( diell 3 B¥), AR (6 di),
AFES! (6 PIN)

RUSH — FT ¥ 10 BN | el 2 ®M), e
(GHIEYR 2 &), BIRIGR (2 PN), URSBFYR (3 PI¥)

IR  (FSIRR 6 HI¥), WIC—JRIS (5 D), ARSI
(6 ®) |

TRT — SUFT W 18 DI | 39 I=did BBl =T T o |
qifife 100 TS Uil off | e T # & B gferud
T B SR 3 WMl B o H TR W BIC el I1Y
ST 9 |
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TET & AR SMRT ¥ 30 & & g0 Rerd
PIgcl /BTl /3MeiNTE / TRATS H W) el &1 e 7121 # e
B B 39 USMAR $I ARAMIA TER T gl AMIRAT §RT
ERIE] ST 27| I8 1 ISl AT ofl o’ 9 bl JoAIT H BH
BF B BRY FUS 9 S99 39 A0d "Ew FE o7 | JEf
Uedc &1 AFT 2 b WEo & dR R 39D BB Tio IAaeY
TR A1fey aifds arafad Reifd &1 95 uar o |9 uRg U9l
P BH D A 1620—21 H VAT HRAM H @I Bl IRFHLT qqTe
21 v zafe fl savge §ardr & w®ife dd SHE) 99 B
el IR FRAT HF 81 IR | gaAT &1 81, 39 eFl | 1000 9@
T3 BT SATEH BIAT & SV I8 W U J31 § Al oA dl
gfaem W € R A SAA T B & BRI Al A= H WEl
ST A o [°

URIC BT 319d lel IUTGdh &3l H Bl T84 8T o
sAIfery a8 qarar g f& 991 & Ar—rel Jard Sl STFIRT 9 30
D B W R g I8 9l Mg Tiai § At g8 Wil § 3R
s IATGT 1000 Sl T BIAT & URY SHDI a4 I fafer
AT ORI 9 BIhR IRES P Igfa I Aol 8 iR I8 Xa |
G B @ BRI oA § ge 9 gk 7| 9a g9
IR Y8 © [ I8l W UH & H1N AT TS Bl KIATA Bl &
STafh 9T H QT Mg BT BT AT| AR HATT BT Il Bl
g 20 HUY 79 AR 9UHET 30 v A9 Herdr g1 gqdT g
el BIAT| I 1aT Sfel USR8l Bl & 98 WX gHdl
TRINT BIAT © | Uede ddrl @ fob ga=r 8 8¢ 1 39 IR 9
HHT 3 TR 7] ha fbar B

el SAUEH 9 FUR BT gd=

9 bR &1 gui= faeeh Izl amaiRal don aHqaren
Adal § i @ Sdred 9 Fafa 9 99 9 uRdA™ el @l
I & A9 d Ui AT @ 99 U g ol gireEd 8 §

7
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6 IR /FaT e B RU F RS AT off 3R I AT
# 1T BT ST 39 BT | &F H 9Rq |8l or | S #8ed
g GRARAT 39P! Idrad H3 A off | IAAT o AHRIGAT It
SAEDHI BT U el BT AT| R A AT I AUR g
foraig SRR & ore 9% 99 9 8 T TG BiF |
W HR$ I e A Sded 4 AUR & gad § I8di]
fBar? Uelc {B BRUN B TWRE SURT AT © — oI TqQAD
BRI, ISTH{ad HROT T 3N HRT |

I & @I BAS I HHAl I IA&I bl g H
T geeRll a1 3l &1 ReR &1f¥d Bl off | eFR Fidl’
DI g3rs & UL bH dTRe Bl ol 4T S H & g S 9,
Safe Afdafc vd gu & & diell &1 d<7 <t ot | gaer € A8,
AT @ Ahed] & 9varq [QHRR—SAR] TAT BRa] &I 38 4l
RRIR &1 Sel d Jhar ugardl 3 s o fedl o=
BAE B MM &N BT ST Febell | IfQ AT 7 8 AR aRAT <8
&I AT S-S & yarf # 9k 7 8 a1 o g@ ol §
IR wHT B Pls Ulfiehar Iuael -8l 8 UKl 2| 39 UBR
AH B AR g 91T | A BT JHar ugaar o[

Ul UBR ORI BRUT Al FUR F IAGA DI JHAM
UGA dTell oAT| 1630 S. Pl APl 3R 1621 §. T 1640 §. DI
afagfe i el @& WaAl & 9 BHa T drerdl § gRafda &=
fogr o | Uewe 9T ® b 1621 3. H ol B B sdl I
ge ol fb Budl oI 9 o & guel Thied & oy st o4
g SRAT dfee aifigfe & SR fdrwierd: vae af 98 T8 3iR
ST g9l SEd 400 S W AEN g9 US| URVIH®ERY AfADBIe
T ST g=ar o 3R ST U YOl g el D! garg 9 I
WY J |9 W IR B MY fF I qH a6 gd @l wifa Ao
@ 9T Wl T8 BRIy |
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TRIRT BROT ST Yede 9Tl 8 98 & Al &1 Bad WX
fesd T @1 AN Uewe forgar € f wq W Al W@
AR 1625—1627 5. & o9 a8l ¥ S, Sells, N & Al o
fefssal & 98d 93 T AN i HH—FH I IRl ddb Bl
oh forar vd Tei—wigl 9 931 S=iH IR Wl &1 BT B
foar| el 9o & e W Uil 981 BIsT| 4 9T & IMa—usi
¥ 39 991 db ©BIs 8l b o8l db FAoR ol Ihdl o), 98 db
I & WAl BT FHRT R QA7 | 4 SR P el 1646 3. H
°eT SR el B JhA aAT| $7 <iHl BRI G "l | el
P IAET d AUR HI 3a-1 grasd die & & R &9 e &
Wll, e T AMUR 39 dic | Sa- T8l i |

1 BRUT & AR AE ARABHINAT §RT AT & AR
B¢ PR BE od & T W Regd AFAT Tl Hld &UR W
ISR PR B WMEolsl §RT A9 1633 §. H Uydsie & AMNH H
U TSl BRAM FbTell S A1 e o, e SR o
qrel T qul T Al D [dep! BT BRI FHYUT G ARSI H T
fog AeRe™ &1 far M7 iR S T WE BINFIR A Fof
9 T WR f&ar W of & A @1 9 ¥ BN arel A H e
Al BT W BT BRI | TR MET ¥ESlEl 7 NH B IE D
fieh & USIMEBR Bl qd U SIRI DI T |

T €9 9 NS AMUIRAT 7 T 3MMEM BT SIRGR faRE
fhar g 9 g U &1 4R AT S & Ud gwrasmelt
3R o, BT RIgw U< o7 | WY N TNIE b 39 THIOIR
B dred & forv s 9 3oy =mulRe swufaal 7 te G o)
RTE® AR Udh A1 O d Big Ald bl WNIG el H¥l 3R
B AR den e @ TR AT 9 gax dgad @ gl
3R Tl & e DI WG AT 9L P ARE &l o | 39 TS A
YMESTET P (U] PIR ARG 9 HR AT (14 AU, 1635
D) A dred T qreg R AT |
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A @UR B UG 7 1644 H R & ofcer U=l H W
T fhy iR ocel & TdR SRR 9§ e’ urd & #
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fatas el &) aRe BRd IHY AAeR IRfd B I8 e
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8l =argar fauas |’

17



January & July 2020 LYNCEAN:JCHS, Vol. 13

7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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Udaipur And  oOn obverse
1780 10 the middie
Struck at the Udaipur mint betweeh 2 %0 L oe
of the 19 century wiictitious mint epihet: Dar o

M’llmm \ ’,onm

Mini marks:
mguwmmmmmn Many
die vaneties exist.

e

NOTE: All Mewar coinage & s:ruck without ruler's name, and
is largely undated. Certain types were generally struck over sev-
| eral regns.
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SIR & g Fu™ g & 999 Qe T, d81 ord
TRl s 49 e & 999 RS 9 ITIR <hard I 3Tl
T |

™ gaTy : Erer O uRe H R St Ram, oty
JfET 99 AMBR H U< ISAYR charadl I ORI B T Ry
o B 2| PRe & SRV Y RRS & GARI §R1 - T
Rrgd o Wiaarer 1 WiadrsT cpdral A g1 dm
JTTT—3TeTTT PR T doi P I 8 2 |
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THE REIGN OF SHER SHAH SURI : A HIGH WATER
MARK OF ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Rajeev Ranjan*

The Afghan origin king Sher Shah Suri, is not only considered as
the brave warrior and successful conqueror but an architect of brilliant
administrative system too. His brief reign of five years (1540-45 A.D.) is
marked by the introduction of wise and salutary change in every
conceivable branch of administration.

The credit of assigning Sher Shah for rightfully putting him as an
efficient administrator in the history of India goes to the researches done
in 20" century by Dr. K. R. Quanungo'. And, now almost all modern
historians recognise him as one of the most able administrator of India.

On his accession to the throne of Sultan, he found to be in
tottering condition without cohesion, unity or moral basis. As a sultan,
he repaired, improved, organised and perfected every single department
of the state with admirable skill and expedition *. Peace, security and
prosperity in the land as well as confidence in the intentions and ability
of the king followed his footsteps. He bequeathed to his successors
administrative structure and traditions of a just and tolerant policy as the
essential conditions of a durable and good government®. For  this  he
worked hard for 16 hours and looked after the working of every
department of the state®.

Sher Shah government is marked by highly centralised system,
crowned by bureaucracy, with real power concentrated in the hands of
the king but, he was not an unbridled autocrat, regardless of the rights
and interest of the people. Though, Sher Shah was a despot but it was in
the spirit of enlightened despotism, he attempted to found an empire
broadly based on people’s welfare.

* Associate Prof. (History), Govt. P.G. College, Neem Ka Thana (Raj.)
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He made a rhythmic balance between the safeguarding of the
state and welfare of the subjects. Many old institutions of predecessors’
administration continued like central administrative set up. Several were
revived and some new institutions and departments emerged during his
rule.

Sher Shah as a king, was assisted by a group of ministers who
were administrative heads of their assigned departments. But, the
ministers during his rule, enjoyed less power in comparison to those of
Mughals’.

However, among his ministers the four most prominent were -
Wazir who looked after the financial affairs; Ariz-i-Mumalik was in
charge of military affairs; Diwan- i-Rasalat was minister for foreign
affairs department, Dabir - i - khas used to look after international
correspondence of the state. Besides these, there were two other
prominent officers. One of them was chief Quazi (head of justice
department) and Barid-i- mumalik® (head of the intelligence
department).

Very little is known about the provincial administration of Sher
Shah and whatever is known, historians differ in their opinion about that.
However, except Qunango, all historians agree that the empire was
divided in to provinces and these were called either Igtas or Subahs’.
The following twelve igtas or subahs (provinces) are mentioned by
contemporary writers® — Bengal, Bihar, Avadh, Rohilkhand, Agara,
Delhi, Lahore. Multan, Sindh, Jodhpur, Chittor and Malwa.

However this much is clear that the head of the igta or province
was called as Hakim, Amin, Fujdar or Subedar’. All these ranks were
equivalent to governor and powers were anything but uniform. Sher Shah
kept a strict vigilance over all his governors and never put up with
disorder, breach of peace or disregard of direction from the centre.

He introduced a diarchal system of government'® as preventive
measure against rebellion. Earlier in provinces control over army and
financial control were vested in same person. But, Sher Shah made
bifurcation in the power and appointed two officers of equal rank. One,
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in charge of finance and other in charge of executive and military
functions. Both were considered as check and balance, and both
remained loyal to Sultan.

The study shows that in Bengal, there was no military officer as
governor of the province. Instead, it was ruled by a civilian officer called
Amir-i- Bangala with a assistance of small military force .

Every igta or subah was divided in to forty seven units called
Sarkar or districts. There happened to be two prominent officials'® in
every Sarkars. The first one, Shigdar-i-Shigdaran was a military officer
and the second one designated as Munsif-i-munsifan was a judicial
officer. Faujdar was a semi-military police officer charged with the
maintenance of law and order."

Shigdar-i-Shigdaran™® as the head of the sarkar supervised the
work of subordinate officer shigdar, maintained law and order within the
sarkar, secured the compliance to all central or provincial orders and
regulations; and exercised original and appellate jurisdiction in criminal
cases within his charges.

Munsif-i-munsifan ** equal in rank but inferior in status was
head of the pargana civil court. He supervised the work of amins of the
parganas and heard appeals against their judgment.

Pargana

The Sarkar in its turn was divided in to smaller units called
Parganas. In every pargana there happened to be three important
officials called a Shigdar, an Amin and two karkuns or clerks.

Shigdar was responsible for maintaining peace and rounding up
unsocial elements. Amin supervised the land revenue administration and
collection of government dues. He also acted as Munsif or the judicial
officer. Thus, tried civil and revenue cases. The post of the Amin'® was
of great importance and Sher Shah kept him virtually at par with Sigdar.
Fotahdar "7 was treasurer. All collection were deposited with him. All
income and expenditure of pagana were maintained by him. He was
below to the rank of shigdar and amin in order of precedence. Karkuns
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'8 which were two in numbers, were basically clerks. One of these clerk
maintained all records in Persian while the another maintained this
record in Hindi.

To check the undue influence of these officers in their respective
jurisdictions, the king devised the plan of transferring them after every
two to three years, which, however could not be long enduring, owing to
the brief span of his rule. "

Village Administration

The pargana comprised a number of villages. Thus, the smallest
administrative unit of the state was village. The administration of village
was left in the hands of hereditary owners of the village like Chaudhary,
Mugaddam, Quanungo, and Patawari and above all, the traditional
village panchayat. *

Sher Shah initiated the policy of making local people or natives,
responsible for maintaining peace and security within their areas. The
village head-man was charged with the responsibility of maintaining law
and order in his jurisdiction. He was also liable for the arrangements
for ward and watch duty, during the night to prevent theft, robbery
dacoity murder etc. In case, any such incident took place then they had to
produce the culprits or under go punishment themselves. According to
Abbas Khan Sharvani, Sher Shah led to such a perfect peace and security
that even if an old woman went from one end of the empire to the other
with large ingots of gold, none would interfere with her. Even if a
merchant died on the way, the local people immediately reported the
matter to the government and kept watch over his belongings till the
instructions for disposal was received. Albeit it appears exaggeration, but
it seems that life and property of the people have become more secure
than ever before.? The most makeable thing was that - every branch of
the administration was subject to Sher Shah’s personal supervision.

ARMY

Sher Shah felt the need of maintaining a strong and efficient

army. The services of the body of armed retainers were not

considered sufficient. Thus he tried to re-organise, increase and improve
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the imperial army. For doing all these for imperial defence primarily he
borrowed the principle of Alauddin Khilaji’s military system. He gave
emphasis on maintaining a regular army. Further, in his army, the
soldiers were made bound to Sultan, through their immediate
commanding officers.

Army was principally organised under the heads of cavalry,
infantry, Elephantry, Gunners and Matchlock men. According to Abbas
Khan Shervani cavalry was regarded as the main stay of the force. He
had under his direct command a large force consisting of 1,50,000
cavalry, 25,000 infantry, 300 elephants and artillery. Garrisons were
maintained at different strategic points of the kingdom. Each unit which
was called fauj and it was under the command of a faujdar.

The infantry was mainly composed of Hindus and the slaves
called payaks ** or paiks and it included some of the finest archers
(dhanuk) **  and matchlockmen. Soldiers were kept in the military
cantonments and garrisons which were spread all over the territories of
the Afghan empire under Shershah. He maintained a central
force at the capital as his personal followers. This consisted of the finest
soldiers in the realm. The rest were distributed all over the empire in
garrison of the forts and contingents present at different strategic points
of the kingdom, of officers posted in the provinces. Apart from all these,
expert wrestlers and fencers were employed as personal body guards of
Sultan, in garrison and auxiliaries.”

He appointed a Bakshi —i- lashkar for supervision and control
over army. In function he was similar to Ariz-i-mumalik . He enforced
observance of military regulations, and when payment in cash was
started he supervised disbursement of salaries also. His subordinate was
Bakshi. *°

Sher Shah enforced strict discipline in the army and took ample
precautions to prevent corruption among soldiers. His first step in the
assumption of power was to remove a basic weakness by introducing a
number of reforms in the service regulations as well as in the method of
recruitment of both soldiers and horses. They were subject to a test

before being employed. Besides duly supervising the recruitment of
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soldiers, took the descriptive rolls of soldiers (huliya) and he personally
fixed their salaries,. At regular intervals, muster roll of the army
personnel’s was held and systematic inspections were carried out. Every
horse was to be branded (dagh) and its descriptive roll was prepared to
prevent fraudulent practices by the soldier.”’

Provincial governors, nobles and subordinate rulers were also
allowed to maintain their separate army which were called in, for the
assistance of the Sultan whenever needed. **

Secret service was the essential element of Sher Shah’s defence
system. His spies entered in to enemy’s territory and brought back useful
military information. Furthermore, he had the opinion that an improved
espionage system can curb crime, this is why Sher Shah kept and
maintained highly efficient espionage system. Spies were appointed at all
important places and with efficient officers. The officials of this class,
mixing with the people by disguising their identity collected valuable
information about the locality and the associated officers.” The spies
were expected to inform the Sultan all important news immediately. The
defaulters in the duty were severely punished. This department was put
under the charge an officer called Daroga- e- Dak- Chauki. At every
sarai, two horses were kept so that the news carriers could get fast
running horses at short intervals to maintain the speed.

Law and Order

Sher Shah had restored peace in the country. The law and order
to establish peace in the state was well maintained by means of police
which worked on the principle of local responsibility.* The Kotwal was
head of the police and criminal magistrate.’® By the early-years
experience of administration at the grass-roots level, Sher Shah realized
that crimes were mainly committed with the convenience of the village
chiefs. So, he put them liable to check it up. If a village chief was
unable to produce the culprit which committed crime within the
boundary of his respective village, whether it was thief, robber or
murderer, they had to undergo punishments themselves.*
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Judiciary

Sher Shah had a strong sense of justice and its administration
under him was even-handed and no distinction was made between the
high and the low born. In this context, even the close relatives of the king
were not spared from its decrees. In the administrative units parganas,
civil suits were disposed by the Amin, and other cases, mostly criminals
by the Quazi and the Mir- i- Adla . Several parganas had over them
Musif - i - Munsifan to try civil cases. At the capital city there was the
Chief Quazi, the Imperial Sadra. And, above all, the Emperor (sultan)
was the highest authority in judicial like as in other matters.” Due to his
impartiality in justice and policy of justice for all he was called as '
Sultan-ul- Adla”. >

Economy

The important sources of the income of the state, during the
reign of Sher Shah were the revenue — trade tax, mint, salt tax, khams,
Jjizya and presents offered by subordinate rulers and governors. There
were local tax also which were called — abwabs.™

Sher Shah reign is also known for his economic reforms.
However, the land-revenue, was the primary source of income of the
state and its administration by the Sher Shah has been regarded as one of
the best during the medieval period. His land revenue reforms, based on
wise and humane principles, is of unique importance in the
administrative history of India; for they served as the model for future
agrarian system. This system was in fact Ryotwari in which primarily a
careful and powerful survey, as well as meticulous study of socio-
economic condition of the cultivators was made. Further on the basis of
this survey, the land revenue was directly settled with the cultivators.

The claim that Sher Shah cared for the cultivator and established
direct contact is based on the assumption that he had undertaken such a
step when as Farid he was looking his father’s jagir. It is said that Farid
meant to make settlement direct with raiyat or peasants and not through
muquaddams .
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On the basis of agricultural production, the land was divided in
to three categories i.e. good, middle and bad. The average of the
production of all these three categories of cultivation-land was assessed.
Finally, the state demand for revenue was fixed at one-third of gross
yield.”’ The exception was the province of Multan where due to under
developed, only one-fourth of the yield was levied.”® Similarly, this could
not have been extended to Malwa and Rajputana which had not been
thoroughly subjugated till late in his short reign. But in other areas it was
measured to decide the standard unit.”

Sher Shah was the first medieval ruler who ordered for
preparation of two documents associated with land revenue, patta (title
deeds) which were given to peasants and qubuliayt (deeds of
agreement) or acceptance of tax, which were asked to sign by the
peasants in front of village head . Further, he instructed his revenue
officials to show leniency at the time of assessment but be strict at the
time of collection of revenues. Sher Shah imposed the taxes Zaribana
(surveyor’s fee for land-measurement) and Mahasilana (tax collector’s
fee) which were contingency or insurance tax on cultivators.** By these
land and revenue reforms not only the cultivators got relief but the state
too was in its economic gain. Of course, the nobles and zamindars were
deprived of their economy and influence in society. There were two other
systems of assessment of land revenue was based on the measurement of
land : gallabakshi or batai which was single division of crop; and
Kankut meant assessment by a general estimate made by the revenue
officer of the government assisted by the headman of the village in the
presence of the cultivator.*'

His military campaign was marked by a rare combination of
caution and enterprise. Soldiers were instructed not to cause any damage
to the crops during the course of their movement.** Some of the soldiers
of cavalry were spread and made vigil for checking that marching troops
which may not damage to standing crops.*

He established a famine relief fund in which every peasant had
to contribute grain at the rate of 200 Bahloli tanka in weight per bigha.
The grain collected and stored in local government stores was distributed
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among the people by means of cheap grain shops when famine ever
famine condition prevailed.* It appears that he made provision for grant
of rehabilitation loans to peasant at the times of famines.

Sher Shah reign is also known for his economic reforms. He
abolished all duties which were charged on merchandise at different
places within the empire. He ordered for collection trade tax only at two
places, one, when and where the goods entered the territory of his empire
or on the place of its manufacture and, other, where it was sold.* This
encouraged trade and commerce. Thus, the collection of trade-tax was
made only at two places . In the east, goods imported or exported from
Bengal paid custom duty on the border of Bihar and Bengal at
Sikarigali and goods coming from west and Central Asia paid at the
Indus border. No one was allowed to levy custom on roads or even
anywhere else.

It may be justly presumed that Sher Shah exercised strict
economy in the household expenditure and privy purse. There is no
evidence that he maintained a large harem, as it was customary with the
Sultans (monarchs) during that age.*

Currency

He introduced some specific changes in mint and applied
uniform monetary system in the state. He stopped the use of old debased
coins and issued new type of silver, copper and gold coins.*” The
standard currency weights & measurement tools were brought in use,
throughout his empire.

The silver coin, introduced by Sher Shah, was named rupiya or
rupee. It replaced tanka. This rupee without his inscription, lasted
throughout the Mughal period and was retained by English East India
company too. This is why it is considered as the precursor modern
rupee.® His silver rupee coins weighed 180 grains of which 175 grains
were pure silver. But many silver rupee coins were of 178 grains.* This
variation was due to difference of mints, situated in different places of
his empire. Rupee of Sher Shah is considered as the precursor of our
national currency. Further, he took steps to issue a large number of new
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silver coins which subsequently became known as dam and had their
halves, quarters, eighth and sixteenth.”® The ratio of exchange between
rupee and dam was 1: 64

The copper coins of Sher Shah in which large number of
transactions were made by the masses were known as pai or paisa.”
These were issued from various mints, which got increase in number up
to twenty three.”’According to P.L. Gupta the prominent mints from
where copper coins were issued during the rule of Sher Shah were at
Abu, Agra, Alwar, Awadh, Bayana, Chunar, Hissar, Sambhal, Shergarh
(Sasaram), Shergarh (Delhi), Kalpi , Gwalior, Lakhnauti, Lucknow,
Malot, Narnaul, Ujjain and Vakka ( Sindh ).**

According to P.L. Gupta, perhaps he did not issue any coin in
gold. ** But some fabrications oh his coins in this metal are known.
Together with the silver rupiya were issued gold coins called the mohur,
weighing 169 grains. It was made of pure gold and was precious
currency.” The currency reforms provided him good success in the field
of economy.

Postal

Sher Shah administration is also credited for establishing an
efficient postal system.*® For the first time it was made available for
public use. There were two kinds of postal conveyance. Mails were
carried out by relays of fast running foot runners harkaras® and speedy
horse — riders carriages for heavier goods. *®

Charitable Works

He engaged himself in many charitable works. For the
convenience of the fast movement of his army as well as for the smooth
movement of traders and to the common men, Sher Shah constructed
many new roads and repaired the old ones, particularly all the high ways.
In fact, a networks connected the all important places of his kingdom by
means of those excellent roads. The longest of these, the Grand Trunk
Road which still survives, was stretched from Sonargaon, in present
Bangladesh to Peshawar in Pakistan and it measured 1500 kosh™ It has
been referred by many names like Sadak-i-azam , Shah Rah-e-Azam
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and Badshahi Sadak during his time. * Among other roads, one ran
from Agra to Burhanpur, another from Agra to Jodhpur and the fort of
Chittor (which later on was extended up to Gujarat for trade purpose,)
and the fourth one from Lahore to Multan. The shadowy and fruitful
trees were planted on either sides of these roads. Besides these, foe the
convenience of the travelers, he got constructed 1700 carvan sarais
(inns), ! temples, mosques on certain intervals along the sides of these
roads. Sher Shah administration protected the property of traders. In this
regard orders were issued to officers to look after the interest of traders
and common travelers. Abbas Khan Sharwani, the Afghan historian
writes in a picturesque language that highways were so much safe that an
old woman could march from one end of the empire to the other, with
large ingots of gold. *

Good number of Wells & baolies (step wells) were constructed.
Furthermore, hospitals for men and animals were made by him to cater
their needs. Nearly 500 gold mohurs were spent every day for
distribution of food to the poor and the needy ones.® In this context, he
established langarkhana (centre for distribution of free food ) at the
capital of and royal camps. Abbas Khan Sharwani mentions that it
coasted to the state 500 folas of gold every day. *

Education

There was provision made for public education. The Hindu
obtained the freedom for providing education to their children according
to their will. Probably some of their institution received grant-in-aid. It is
notable that endowments were made to educational institutions and
stipends to scholars were liberally made. *

For the muslim children, maktab was attached to every mosque
for imparting elementary education and teaching Persian and Arabic. For
imparting higher studies madarsas were established and endowed. *® The
older institutions received grants from the state.  He also instituted a
scheme for scholarship which was awarded on the grounds of the poverty
and merit.
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His attitude towards Hindus, in general, was tolerant and just.
Only an exception is the massacre following the surrender of Raisen. As
observed by Prof. K.R.Quanungo, he was not on contemptuous
sufferance but of respectful deference towards Hinduism. He employed
Hindus in important offices of state. For example, Brahmaji was one of
his best General. ® It received due recognition in the state. His tolerant
policy is also reflected on his coins as it bears inscription in both script
i.e. Persian and Nagari. However, jiziyah continued to be collected from
Hindus.

As it is rightly commented by P.Saran® that - 'He repaired,
improved organised and perfected every single department of the state
with admirable skill and expedition. Peace, security and prosperity in the
land as well as confidence in the intentions and ability of the king
followed his foot steps.....He bequeathed to his successors the legacy of a
thoroughly well organised administrative structure and traditions of a just
and tolerant policy as the essential conditions of a durable and good
government.”

The influence of his innovation and reforms extended far beyond
his brief reign. Even his arch- foe, Humayun, referred him as ‘Ustad- e-
Badshah’ i.e., teacher of the kings.

V.A. Smith observes : 'If Sher Shah had been spared, the Great
Mughals would not have been on the stage of history.”
(Vincent Arthur Smith : Oxford History of India)
K. R.Quanungo writes — ' Had Sher Shah been alive for a decade
or two more, the zamindars as a class would have so disappointed and
Hindustan could have become one vast expense of arable land without a

bush or bramble , cultivated under the zealous care of indefatigable
farmers.” (google search I NET) Quanungo
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RELATIVITY IN THE TIMES OF CORONA

Dr. Kopal Vats*

With the advent of corona virus the world, at large, grappled
with multiple issues like anxiety, isolation, hopelessness, boredom and
above all, a terrible and frightening ‘apathy’, the mother of all evils. The
virus is free from class prejudice but its targets are not. It is especially
during the times of such crises that the chinks in our social armour
surface as bleeding gashes. The flood of food-porn hash tags make me
wonder, how when life gives some people ‘the blues’, they make
blueberry muffins. The pseudo-literal cherry on top is that the perfect
picture is just a filter away. Sepia-toned mango ice-creams transport you
to the Victorian era when the Queen herself failed to conceal her
childlike ecstasy at the sight of the plump fruit; a gift to self from her
exotic colony. As distant was Queen Victoria from the true picture of her
colony, so remain the migrant workers from the hash tag-chefs in their
ivory kitchen towers. Thousands of indistinguishable faces, a heap of
agitated confetti, desperate and unassuming, thronging into buses and
trains, to reach a place they call ‘home’. This picture is nothing but
dismal irrespective of the filters.

I precariously balance my mood swings, an amateur chef on
some days and a sentimental couch potato otherwise. On one of the latter
days of inactivity, during my aimless internet tour, I found an
information capsule on Einstein’s theory of relativity. None of the
excuses could be wielded now; the drab books had been shunned away
with fear and anger but the animated video seemed fun and tempting.
One minute into the video and the thud cracked me up. GRAVITY IS
NOT A FORCE! Then, few seconds later came along SPACETIME.
Theory of relativity is pinnacle of Einstein’s imagination and a proof of

* Assistant Professor, Department of English, MLSU, Udaipur (Raj.)
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his relentless optimism as well. It sets out to prove that everything in
universe is inherently connected. The socially induced isolation and
loneliness are born out of Man’s defiance of an empathetic universe.

Space-time can be imagined as a supple, viscous medium that
fills the universe. Yes, for Einstein the universe is not made up of
vacuum. All objects from the mighty Sun to the single celled microbes
(the virus itself too) are immersed in it. All objects in proportion to their
size and mass cause the medium around them to warp. To understand
this, one must imagine the elasticity of a trampoline. A heavy ball placed
on it would cause it to warp and the ball would sink into a pit created
under its own weight. In the universe too, all objects with mass, slightly
sink into a depression induced by their own weight. Any other lighter
object in motion, would be induced, to slide into the pit of the heavier
object. This is the phenomenon of rotating bodies and that only smaller
bodies can revolve around the larger bodies and not vice versa.

Einstein’s major emphasis on the fourth coordinate i.e. Time
makes it interesting beyond measure. All objects have their three spatial
coordinates that determine their position. Certainly, it is an easy fact to
understand in the age of GPS balloons. Time as the fourth coordinate
implies that everything in the universe has a specific position at each
moment of time. Every object that exists, takes up some place in the
space but it also takes up its position in time. These continuous still
positions at each moment, give the impression of motion when viewed in
quick succession. It is the same as a flipbook.

That the theory of general relativity was revolutionary in science
is a given but to my chaffed optimism it felt like a spiritual balm. It
provided me with a whole new perspective to understand ways of God.
The universe is never static because everything is subject to the fourth
dimension of time- an idea that makes up for majority of social media
cover quotes ‘This too shall pass’.

Thousands of years of human endeavour have been one long
struggle in search of meaning of life. Many a man defeated by their
obstinate lives, declare in a fit of Nietzschean madness that life is a cruel

chaos. Yet, Einstein’s claims simply assert orderliness. In the post-
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Newtonian age, when the apple drops on the ground, it is fulfilling its
subsequent positions in future along the time axis. Its trajectory is along
the warped space-time around the Earth which causes it to trickle
towards it. The perpetual motion in universe is inevitable. The falling
apple is actually covering a trajectory that it does not decide for itself. It
is determined by the influence of the planet earth. Our existence is an
interlinked system wherein our metaphorical trajectory is influenced by
those around us. We are all together subject to the time axis. The hard-
boiled attitudes during the chaos of the pandemic reflect a sense of
ignorance of the intricate design of our universe. I am reminded of the
following insightful lines by the metaphysical poet John Donne-

No man is an island,
Entire of itself:
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.

If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less,
As well as if a promontory were:
As well as if a manor of thy friend's
Or of thine own were.

Any man's death diminishes me,
Because I am involved in mankind.
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls;
It tolls for thee. (Meditations XVII)

The moon revolves around the Earth, which in turn revolves
around the Sun. All bodies inadvertently intend to trickle towards the
larger, more influential bodies. A mesmerising symbol it is of Man’s
desperation to unite with the higher Energy. God. The preordained
discipline of our planetary bodies is a constant reminder that we are tiny
but significant parts of a self-sustained system. The insurmountable
distance separating stars is not a relentless vacuum. Instead, we are
tenderly ensconced in this medium. It ensures nourishment, growth,
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evolution and a consequent amalgamation back into its elements. Our
lives are interwoven within the fabric of space-time.

Any form of ‘apathy’ is a failure at understanding ourselves, our
surroundings and our universe. Distance is an illusion. Separation is a
myth. A water drop falls into a water body, warping the surface, causing
ripples, ultimately becoming one with it but lost to the onlooker. Space-
time is the huge expanse subsuming all that we can see and also that
which remains elusive to our eyes.

These times of trouble have witnessed an unprecedented closure
of man’s places of worship. Perhaps it is God’s way of hinting to us that
if we deign to look around us, to observe faithfully, the miraculous
discipline of Nature, our jitters will be dispelled. I am sure the difficulties
that we face today have a fourth coordinate as well!

~C ok
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MAINTAINING RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL
IDENTITY IN DIASPORA : GUJARATI PRAJAPATI
COMMUNITY AND BABA RAMDEV’S SANATAN
DHARMA IN LONDON

Vaidehi Paneri*

Religious traditions in the diaspora can reflect the communities
and their efforts to keep their religion intact and alive. Apart from the
Pan-Indian Deities who have established a fixed identity in the Indian
subcontinent and around the globe, syncretistic religious traditions like
that of Baba Ramdev give a platform to reflect community’s identity in
the past as well as in present. The Gujarati Prajapati community is one
such following of Baba Ramdev who associate him with their age old
tradition of Sanatan/Maha Dharma. Baba Ramdev, a god who has a
multi-religious identity not only serves to depict the religious tradition of
the community, but also reflects their identity in diaspora. Religion here
holds primary importance to understand how communities especially
lower Jatis establishes their identity in the diaspora.

This article would start with an explanation of the understanding
of Baba Ramdev tradition and Sanatan dharma, followed by the
community of Prajapatis in the diaspora and their link with the given
tradition. I have particularly brought in a part in this essay explaining the
celebration of Ramdev Jayanti in London to show the amalgamation of
two different religious traditions. Finally, the concluding paragraph gives
a broader understanding of how the ‘identity formation’ of lower Jatis in
the diaspora has a close connection with syncretistic religions.

RAMAPIR/ BABA RAMDEV AND SANATAN DHARMA
Baba Ramdev is a folk deity of Rajasthan, India. As popularly

*Ph.D Student, Department of religious Studies Syracuse University, U.S.A.
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known, he is a fourteenth-century ruler, said to have had miraculous
powers, devoting his life in the upliftment of the downtrodden and poor
people of society. He is worshiped today by many social groups of India.
Rajasthani legends around Ramdev consider him to be an incarnation of
Lord Vishnu, a pan Hindu God as the 'Kalki avatar”. (Bishnoi, 1989)

Ramdev cult and its traditions got modified from time to time.
The most popular and celebrated image of Baba Ramdev is that of a
Hindu Rajput warrior god. This popular depiction of Ramdev tradition in
India came through selective appropriation of orthodox Brahminical
tradition and further establishing the entire narrative on it. This idea of
Baba Ramdev is still the most prevalent form of his worship in India.

This popular image of Baba Ramdev got legitimized from two
major historical narratives. One was through the 'Rajput” narration which
came around 14™-15"™ centuries when local Rajput rulers wanted to
increase their power and legitimization among lower Jatis (Dube, 1996).
As a result, folk cults like Ramdev and his traditions got modified as per
Rajput traditions and rituals. The other narration came during the 19"
and 20™ centuries when Nationalism and its sentiments were at its peak
in India and a more orthodox form of Hindu religion was seen as a tool
to increase nationalist sentiments. As a result, an already 'Rajputized
God” increasingly lost all of his folk elements and got centered only on
one religion- Hinduism influenced by the Brahmanical ideas (Binford,
1976).

A closer investigation by Dominique Sila Khan in her intensive
studies on Baba Ramdev tradition brought into light the lost folk
elements of Baba Ramdev in the forefront. It has to do with an intimate
and forgotten connection of Baba Ramdev’s religious tradition. Khan
investigated an entire belt of lower Jatis, who still count as a majority of
the following of Baba Ramdev, to study the folk elements of the
tradition.

Baba Ramdev’s followers are found most prominently in India in
the states of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana, and Punjab and Sindh in
Pakistan. A majority of the followers of Baba Ramdev come from lower

Jatis of Meghwals. The Meghwals and other lower Jatis have combined
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the religious tradition of ‘Sanatan/Mahadharma’ with Baba Ramdev.
Oral Histories around Meghwals (particularly Dalits) tell about Sanatan/
Mahadharma to be a very different form of Hindu religion especially
parting with Vedic rituals. According to them, 'Hindu Religion is the
Sanatan Dharma; every religion has come out of the Sanatan itself”.
(Helia, 2014) This appeal of Sanatan religion, which incorporated all
faiths together, opened up the possibility for lower Jatis to incorporate
their religious traditions into the realm of Baba Ramdev’s orthodox
brahminical religion (Franco, Macwan and Ramanathan, 2004).

The religious tradition of Sanatan/ Mahadharma, particularly of
these lower Jatis, has been taken from the concept of ‘Nizari Dharma’ of
Ismailis. According to Khan, it was the ‘Imam’ or Perfect Man (a
concept derived from Iran where Nizari tradition originated) who was
responsible for spreading Nizari tradition among all of his followers. The
concepts of Nizari tradition in recent times hold different names like
Mahadharma with quite a similar notion of teachings (Khan, 1997).
Ismailis, who propagated Nizari dharma, were a group of people who
detached from the Shia community of Islam and came into the Indian
subcontinent from Iran in the 12" century through one of the major trade
routes crossing Sind-Punjab-Rajasthan-Gujarat. With the main motive of
increasing their own faith, which was based on Nizari tradition, Ismailis
started the expedition to spread their ideas among people they
encountered. Initially they tried to win followers by accepting religions
of both Hindus and Muslims, but eventually revealed their real tradition
and inculcated the same among all of their followers.

According to Khan, Baba Ramdev is said to be one of the leaders
of the Ismailis. She has suspected this through several historical records,
which mention Ismaili tradition and its link with Baba Ramdev. Since
Ismailis always feared hatred from all kinds of heretic religions, it was
practiced secretly. Though hidden, it gained immense popularity,
especially among lower Jatis under both Hindu and Muslim religions.
These Jatis saw this as an opportunity to escape from the oppression of
upper Jatis and their segregation in the former’s religion. Since Ramdev
was the leader of one of the groups of followers of Ismailis, people from
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all Jatis and faiths came under him. According to Khan, however, the
upper Jatis in the realm of spreading Hinduism have converted these
Ismaili elements under Hindu rituals showing Ramdev as a Kshatriya
Hero-God accepted by all faiths. In the present times, only a selective
portion of devotees within the Ramdev religious tradition venerate
Ramdev with Mahadharma, a religious tradition that shares similarity
with Nizari tradition. Most of these communities are of lower Jatis in
Gujarat.

RELIGIOUS TRADITION OF PRAJAPATIS

The Diasporic community of Prajapatis forms a small proportion
of the population in rural Gujarat. They migrated to East Africa during
the period of British colonization as a part of indentured labor
accompanied by a series of natural disasters in the late 19" century.
Prajapatis as a result, decided to seek their fortunes overseas. In Kenya,
being the skilled craftsmen they took advantage of colonial construction
boom and got engaged in jobs like that of carpentry or construction
working. They were mentioned as 'Choti Jat” by other Gujarati affluent
migrant communities of Patidars and Lohanas. (Oonk, 2007) While a
small proportion of Prajapatis made their way directly to Britain from
Gujarat, the vast majority arrived by the way of East Africa. Belonging
from a humble background, their wealth was not matched by a strong
political base; hence when nationalist movement authorizing the
citizenship in Kenya gained momentum, many Indian communities like
Prajapatis came under increasing pressure from the upward 'mobile
aspirations of the local Africans.” In response to this pressure, a major
chunk of Prajapatis migrated to Britain from 1967 onwards. (Roger and
Marcus, 1994)

This Prajapati Gujarati community in London identify
themselves to Baba Ramdevpir’s tradition of Sanatan/Mahadharma.
According to Prajapatis, 'Sanatan or Mahadharma can be defined or
interpreted as the Main duty towards all human beings. Maha Dharma is
known by various names, namely, Maha, Nijar, Nij or Mul Panth. All
these names mean, The Main Road or The Great Way.” According to
them, Sanatan Dharma was initially practiced only by upper Jati. It was
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only through a practice of 'Paath-Pooja” that several priests laid down
principles of Mahadharma among the lower castes to achieve liberation.
(Ramapir.org)

They trace the history of this religious tradition to one of their
'Sants” or saintly figure that migrated to Kenya in 1927 from the
Saurashtra region of Gujarat. While the name of this Sant is unknown, he
is associated with the work of carpentry. Carrying the tradition forward,
the concept of Sanatan or Mahadharma came to be associated with
several elements of Gujarati and Brahminical Hindu tradition. This is
how Sanatan/Mahadharma and Baba Ramdev reached in the diaspora. In
the years of 1970-73, the ideas of Mahadharma spread in full force in
London leading to its own formation of literature around Baba Ramdev
like Shri Sant Charit Manas, a book including significance of
Mahadharma along with Baba Ramdev’s hagiography. Ramdev Jayanti,
a celebration to commemorate Ramdev’s birth, was celebrated in 2003 in
East London under Bhakta Mandal which is a Kshatriya Sevak Mandal
responsible for organizing Hindu festivals in U.K. (ramapir.org).

RAMDEV JAYANTI AND THE AMALGAMATION OF
TRADITIONS

Ramdev Jayanti is celebrated around August-September
commemorating the birth of Baba Ramdev. The practice of performing
Ramdev Jayanti is a recent addition among the Prajapatis in London. It is
accompanied with a short-distanced pilgrimage, which is inspired by the
rituals and traditions that are followed at Ramdeora, Rajasthan. As
Ramdev Jayanti at Ramdeora is practiced only on the basis of
Brahminical Hindu tradition, this leads to the concept of 'Invented and
Imagined tradition”. (Ranger, Hobswam, 2012.) The festival in London
is conducted by organizations like Kshatriya Sevak Mandal and Vishwa
Hindu Parishad which are orthodox brahminical organizations. The
Prajapati community then disregards their own tradition of Sanatan/
Mahadharma when backed by these organizations and indulges in Pan-
Indian Hindu practices. They conduct Ramdev Jayanti in the temple
where all the major Hindu festivals take place. It also involves the other
Hindu communities who are not aware of Sanatan Dharma and inclusion
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of elements like 'Aarti” along with reading of Ramdev’s Parchas. This
celebration attaches Ramdev’s tradition with orthodox brahminical
rituals.

Ramdev Jayanti celebration in the diaspora establishes a
departure from other lower Jatis in India, who completely disregard
orthodox rituals. (Helia, 2014) One important reason for such a shift can
come through the modification of Baba Ramdev’s setting from rural to
an urban landscape. While rural setting caters to a limited amount of
population who identify Baba Ramdev’s icon as a way for the upliftment
of their society, the need of community in the diaspora can be different.
Though the community in the diaspora also belongs to a lower Jati, the
element of higher ‘class’ coming up through living in an urban landscape
eliminates the need for upliftment of the society. Baba Ramdev then
primarily in the diaspora is seen as a leading figure to carry out Sanatan/
Mahadharma on a large scale. Since the motive of this community is to
spread this religion far and wide, they let this religious tradition undergo
through two elements- Transformation and Preservation. Preservation
can be understood as the need to conserve the religion of Sanatan/
Mahadharma so as to remember the agony of the community’s history
which it suffered during migration. Transformation can be understood as
an attempt made by the community to gather following in the diaspora.
This is particularly evident during Ramdev Jayanti, when there is an
absence of any elements of the religious tradition of
‘Sanatan/Mahadharma’ and inclusion of orthodox Brahminical rituals.

CONCLUSION

Baba Ramdev tradition in the Diaspora is an alternate
understanding of syncretistic religious traditions of India. Here, it is the
lower Jatis, which even in India practice Baba Ramdev’s traditions in a
different light but can’t establish the religion, as both their number and
position within the dominant Hindu society is minor. Diaspora, however,
provides a platform for the lower Jati communities like that of the
Prajapatis to seek religion according to the rituals which depart from the
orthodox Hindu one. Since the religious tradition gets spread through a
lower Jati community in the diaspora, it remains the prominent form of
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worship unlike in India where Brahmin-Kshatriya elements are
widespread. Interestingly, the concept of Mahadharma which Prajapatis
connect with Sanatan dharma has a close association with the Nizari
dharma of Ismailis. This tradition brings back the connection of Ramdev
with Ismailis that got lost with the increase in 'Hinduization” of this
religious tradition. However, the departure of orthodox Brahminical
tradition does not completely disappear, as is evident during Ramdev
Jayanti. An attempt to gather more following especially on festivities
leads to a departure from Sanatan/Mahadharma religion of Prajapatis.
The identity of lower Jatis, like that of Prajapatis, combines various
elements to sustain their age old religious tradition which has traveled
from two countries to retain their religious identity connected with their
Guru or Sant. As Robert Smith explains, 'religion and faith among the
Migrant community is also used to remember and realize the sufferings,
separation and loss their community might have faced in the
past.”(Fredrika and Naggy, 2016) Diaspora therefore not only provides a
fresh and new ground for lower Jatis to establish their own form of
religious tradition but combine certain other rituals as per their own need.
The space to modify the religion attributes to the syncretistic nature of
folk religion of Baba Ramdev. Understanding such religious traditions
can be complex as with time and spread, such syncretistic religious
traditions might be modified as per the community’s needs.
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MEWAR AND WORLD WARS

Rahul Kumar#*

Introduction:

Mewar was the state located in the south-western region of
Rajputana. It was founded in the 8th-century, c.e., and impregnable by
the other states because of mostly surrounded by the hills. Historically,
the Mewar gave birth to many powerful rulers known for bravery,
dignity, and patriotism towards the homeland. They were the staunch
advocates of freedom and defended their faith and religion, rights, and
home from the clutches of a foreign power with extreme courage,
sacrifice, and tenacity. Their motto was:-

-- "Jo drirha rakhe dharma koun tihin rakhe katar" --

The Almighty protects those who stand Steadfast in upholding
righteousness.

Rawal Ratan Singh, Maharana Kumbha, Maharana Sanga,
Maharana Pratap name a few who fought against the Muslim invaders
and sacrifice their life for the freedom of Mewar. Whereas, on the other
hand, they supported their allies with the utmost will. Maharana Amar
Singh II signed the peace treaty with Akbar, and after that, Mewar
remained the ally of Mughal power with some hiccups in between their
relations.

Later in the middle of the second half of the 18" century, when
the British established their control on the significant part of India, they
adopted the policy of subsidiary alliance to strengthen their control over
India. Will Durant, in his "The Story of Civilization: Our Oriental
Heritage," compared the Rajputs to Samurai clan mainly because of their

*Research Scholar Department of History Mohanlal Sukhadia University, Udaipur (Raj.)
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honor, own code of conduct, and warrior class.! Col. James Tod has said
in his "Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan" that the Britishers should
make Rajput's ally as the Mughals did. Viceroy Lord Hastings entrusted
the duty of negotiating alliances with the states of Rajasthan to Charles
Metacafe, the British resident at Delhi. Maharana Bheem Singh signed
the treaty with the Britishers on 13" Jan 1818. After that, Mewar
remained as princely state till the independence of India in 1947.

The 20" century will be remembered by humanity for the World
Wars fought in the first half of the century. These wars are one of the
most violent and devastating events that ever occurred in the history of
humankind. These wars affected almost every country and all aspects of
human life.

After the Industrial Revolution, the new ideology prevailed in
world affairs. Every European country was searching for markets for
their goods. They targeted Asian and African countries and started
establishing their control over them. The ideology of imperialism then
flourished, which became one of the leading causes of World War. Due
to the various events that happened in the last century in Europe, these
wars became inevitable. The nations started forming alliances with each
other, which led to the formation of two camps. The allied power camp
represented Britain, France, Russia, Serbia, etc. and central powers
represented Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, etc. The war started
after the assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand on 28" Jun 1914,

For the World War II, the humiliating treaty of Versailles gave
rise to the feelings of hatred, revenge, national self-interest, and future
security. These feelings raised dictators Hitler and Mussolini. They both
gave the new ideologies of Nazism and Fascism to the world. Also, the
great depression, allied powers policy of extracting reparations from
central powers, Japan's imperialistic policy were some of the causes that
led to the war. Politically world divided into two camps supporting the
principles of democracy and authoritarianism/ totalitarianism.

India was the colony of Britain from the mid 18th century,
dragged into the war by Britain without even consultation with the

142



January & July 2020 LYNCEAN:JCHS, Vol. 13

leaders of India. Indian National Congress opposed this behavior of
Britishers and demanded self-government than only they will participate
in the war. They took the war as an opportunity to gain freedom. They
argued that if Britain was fighting for democracy, then why they have
established their control on India. On the other hand, many Princely
states actively came forward and supported Britain wholeheartedly
according to their abilities. They provided financial and military support
to Britain.

Maharana Fateh Singh and World War 1:

During world war, 1.3 million Indians participated and fought in
every theatre across the world. The Rajputana states participated in the
war full-fledged. They sent soldiers to combat the central powers. Even
the Maharaja of Bikaner, Ganga Singh himself, participated in the war
and attended the Treaty of Versailles. A special battalion named as
Rajputana rifles represented the Rajputs. The battalion of Rajputana
Rifles combated in France, Mesopotamia(Iraq), Palestine and East
Africa, etc.

Maharana Fateh Singh became the ruler in 1884, and in 1887 he
received G.C.S.I. (Knight Grand Commander). After the approval from
the Agent to the Governor-General(A.G.G.), he established his control
over Mewar. He took various steps to improve the administration. The
relation between Maharana Fateh Singh and the Government of India
was of ups and down nature. But, at the commencement of World war,
he fully supported the Britishers, providing every help and service which
they wanted from him.

When A.G.G. of Rajputana visited Udaipur at the outbreak of
war in Europe, Maharana conveyed his help by saying that:*

'‘Our hearts are at present heavy with other cares also, and those
are for the great and widespread war that is being waged in Europe. 1
hope and trust that this fire will soon be extinguished, but if war
continues, which heaven forbid, then England may, with confidence,
count on the hearty support and co-operation of its friends and allies.
Our earnest prayer is that victory will be granted to England.”
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' also desire to express that the state of Mewar is ready, on the
present occasion, with all its heart to render every help and assistant in
its power.”*

Foreign Secretary, G.O.I thanked Maharana for his offers and
informed that in the course of operations require the employment of
armed strength of India, the advantage of this offer would be taken over
time.” Even special mention should be given to Goswami Shri
Govardhan Lal Ji Maharaj Tikayat of Nathdwara, who assured his
loyalty and that of his followers in and out of Nathdwara. He also
directed that extra prayers be daily offered to the shrine of God Shrinathji
for the complete victory of Britain.* Local chieftains provided their
support to the British Government. Raja Amar Singh, Thakur of Banera,
and Rawat Madhav Singh of Betara offered their services for
employment in connection with the war. Khan Bahadur Darashaw N.
Modi, Assistant Kamdar, Shahpura, also offered his services for war.’

Later in June 1915, the Government of India asked by the
medium of telegram for the 300 men from three states, i.e., Rampur,
Udaipur, and Gwalior, for the training of horses arriving from Australia.
In response to this telegram, Maharana Fateh Singh supplied required
men from Udaipur Lancers. This troop was consisting of an Indian
officer, three 'Dafadars’ (cavalry sergeants), four 'Lance Dafadars, one
Salutri, one Farrier, and Forty-three Sawars. It was also informed to the
Government that the number of sawars if required, could be increased to
75.°

Maharana actively provided support to the Government of India.
He kept all the disputes with the G.O.I aside and remained true to his
words, which he conveyed at the commencement of the war. He
established a new squadron named "Mewar Lancers" and sent this to
Devlali with 500 soldiers. He provided a war loan to G.O.l. of
Rs13,00,000.” During the war, Mewar was going through the period of
internal dissension. Peasant movements were picking up at speed, and
local leaders were demanding various rights. Regardless of all these
events, Maharana kept his promise and supported G.O.I with all his
capabilities. He also gave donations to the Red Cross Association
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(shifted injured soldiers, casualties from war zone to the hospitals),
Aircraft, and other spheres related to war. He donated around
Rs10,00,000 to these organizations and others.®

Maharana, through Udaipur Darbar, also granted the lease for
mining mica in the Udaipur state to the hon'ble Mr. M.B. Dadabhoy,
C.LE, and F.F. Chrestien and Company Ltd. Maharana. Maharana
stimulated the production of Mica for the Ministry of Munitions.’

The Prince Bhupal Singh actively participated in the proceedings
of the administration. Maharana gave a war loan in the name of Bhupal
Singh to the G.O.I. They returned dept on 14™ Feb 1918, which
Maharana didn't accept and asked them to donate this amount to any
fund. G.O.I used this fund for purchasing Ford motor vehicles for
security purpose transport. Till the end of the war, Maharana thoroughly
and actively supported G.O.1. For the services he provided in the war, he
honored with the title G.C.V.O (Knight/Dame Grand Cross, the highest
grade of Royal Victorian Order) in 1918."

Maharana Bhupal Singh and World War 2:

Maharana Bhopal Singh acquired the active power in 1921 but
acceded to the throne in 1931. Under his father's rule, he actively
participated in the day-to-day affairs of the state, and he even provided
his services to the Government of India whenever required. Due to his
assistance, the Government of India gave him the title of K.C.LE. on 3™
Jun 1909." During the year of accession, he honored with the insignia of
G.C.S.I. He came out with different measures/reforms for the better
functioning of the administration and the improvement in the conditions
of the people of the state.

On the global front, the outbreak of another world war, totally
shaken every individual on the planet. Every country was affected by the
intensity of the war. As a British colony, G.O.I dragged India into the
war without even consulting with the leaders of India. In the later stages,
the war came to the eastern boundaries of the country. As [.N.C. wanted
the self-government, they remained aloof from the war.
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But on the other hand, princely states supported Britain in their
efforts to overthrow the ideology of authoritarianism. Maharana Bhupal
Singh openly supported Britain in their struggle and provided all the
services to his capability. At the commencement of the war, he donated
Rs 75,000 to the war fund and promised to give Rs 50,000 every year to
the fund until the war is over.

In July 1940, a Central War Committee with subcommittees was
formed."* These committees were engaged in the collection of voluntary
contributions to the war purposes fund. They were also required in the
organization of entertainment and beneficial performances in aid of war
front and counteracting false rumors and alarmist stories related to war.

Maharana ordered different ways to provide support. People
from all around came forward to give a hand to Maharana. Financial help
was given through various sources. The total amount invested under the
Saving Certificates, Defense Savings Banks, and Defense Bonds were Rs
3,87,710 and £ 4,375. All the government servants getting a salary of
more than Rs 30 per month were ordered to donate one day salary every
month to Defense loans and savings."

Women of Mewar actively participated in the war efforts and
organized a work party for sewing and knitting articles that were sent to
the Red Cross. They held Hindi plays in aid of the Red Cross work.'
Plays related to war performed at different stages to apprise them of the
war. Propaganda work was carried away in all over the state. A weekly
news bulletin, ‘Jung ki khabaren, was published by one subcommittee."
Through this bulletin, war news was delivered to the people of the state.
Every individual was now able to know the events happening in the war.
The Government of India also took part in these activities and asked for
their active support in any manner. They prepared Magic Lantern slides
and were exhibited everywhere in the state. In April 1942, the
publication of Jung ki khabaren was stopped, and a bi-monthly paper
called Vijaya was started.'

These efforts focus on some aspects that, when political
awakening was at its peak in the nation, the princely state still supported

Britain in the war. LN.C. was preparing for another nation-wide
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movement. The demand for self-government was increasing day by day.
Even the people of princely states became active and started demanding
their fundamental rights. Praja Mandals were formed in princely states,
and local leaders came forward against the British rule. Despite all these
events happening in the country, people of Mewar remained with their
Maharana. The men and women actively participated in the war efforts
and respected the words of their Maharana.

Maharana also provided military support, which was the most
necessary in these times. The Bhopal (Mewar) Infantry was organized
and left Udaipur on 30" Oct 1944 for training in India and left India for
overseas on the 5" June 1941."” Mewar Lancers and Mewar Infantry
fought mainly in the central east region. Massive recruitments were
conducted both to state forces and to the Indian army from Jahazpur and
Bheem districts. Various scholarships and concessions were offered to
them, asking for active services. The salary of the personnel of Bhopal
infantry was increased on 1* Oct 1941. The wages increased again on 1*
Jan 1942 to bring their pay to the level of the Indian army rates.'® During
the war, Rajsamand lake was provided as a landing base for the naval
airplanes.

The Government of India inaugurated the National War Front
Movement on 5™ Apr 1942 to encourage the state employees to join war
services.'” G.O.I, with the Maharana, encouraged every citizen of the
state through different methods. Pracharaks and musicians were engaged
to tour in the state.”* The Government granted various concessions to
individuals who are eligible and will proceed for war appointments or
will provide services in other ways.

Conclusion:

The two world wars deteriorated every sphere of all the countries
of the world. They were the most fierce and devastating wars ever
fought. These two wars led to the millions of casualties and millions of
the people wounded.

Because of the British colony, India also had to participate in the
wars indirectly. Princely states actively came forward and participated in
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the war. In World war 1%, the Indian army fought against the German
Empire in German East Africa and on the Western front. In World War
2" the British Indian army fought different battles against allied powers.
The British Indian Army fought in Ethiopia against the Italian army in
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, and Algeria against both the Italian and German
army and after the Italian surrender, against the German army in Italy.

From ancient times, Mewar is known as a state which gave birth
to rulers who are courageous, reliable, trustworthy, loved their integrity
and freedom. They always remain loyal to their words and their allies.
After the treaty of 1818 with G.O.I., they remained loyal to the Britishers
in any conditions.

Likewise, when the whole world was under the fire of two world
wars, Mewar also provided active services to the British Government of
India. Every princely state offered its services to G.O.I, but Viceroy
chose Jodhpur, Bikaner, and Kishangarh from Rajputana to the war front
in 1915. Other states of Rajputana, like Jaipur, Alwar, Bundi, etc. also
assisted British efforts in the war. Both Maharana supported in all
manners and provided aid through financial, military, and other
mediums. Even we see, Thakurs from thikanas volunteered themselves in
the services to the G.O.I. Prayers offered in Shrinathji temple,
Nathdwara, for the victory of Britain. The common people came forward
to indulge in activities to show their support to the Government. We
don't see much role of women in the 1** World war, but in the 2™ world
war, they actively participated in the services of war. The titles honored
to Maharana Fateh Singh and Maharana Bhupal Singh by the British
Government of India shows the nature of participation of Mewar in the
wars. They remained faithful to the values of Mewar for which it is
known to the whole world.
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