M.A./ M.Sc. (Two Years Degree Program)

Third Semester

Subject - Geography
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Title of the Course

Research Methods in Geography

Quialification Level
of the Course

NHEQF Level 6.5

Credit of the
course

Type of the course

Discipline Centric Core Course in Geography

Delivery type of the
course

Lecture (40+20=60). The 40 Hours for content delivery and 20 hours of
diagnostic assessment, formative assessment and subject/class activity,
problem solving.

Prerequisites

Fundamental understanding of geographical concepts & phenomena.

Co- requisites

None

Objective of the
Course

This is the basic course and sub discipline of Geography, which provides
various aspects, concepts and approaches of the research methodology.

Learning outcomes

e It represents an overview of research methodology and reveals
the basic concept of hypothesis.

e |t discusses about research designs and methodology for a
research. And discusses about the sources and types of data and
the methods of data collection.

e It contains scales of measurement and scaling techniques used in
research.

e It deals with processing, analysis of data and significance of
quantitative techniques. It also represents an overview of
statistical techniques.

e It focuses on interpretation and types of research reports.
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UNIT-I

Research methodology: an overview, procedure of scientific research.
Nature of geographical research and its importance. Selection and
relevance of research theme, defining research problem. Research
design: Meaning, characteristics, subject matter and classification.
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UNIT-II

Hypothesis: Meaning, characteristics, source, types, importance,
limitations. Sources and types of data. Methods of data collection:
observation, questionnaire, schedule and interview. Sampling: need,
bases, steps and types.
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UNIT-1

Scales of measurement: Definition and Types. Sources of error in
measurement. Scaling: meaning of scaling. Scale of classification bases,
important scaling techniques.
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UNIT-IV

Processing (editing & coding), organisation, classification, tabulation
and presentation of data. Significance of quantitative techniques,
Overview of descriptive and inferential statistics.
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UNIT-V

Research Report writing: Meaning, characteristics and format. Types of
Research Reports. Writing of the dissertation/ thesis. Appendices, notes,
references, citation and bibliography. Plagiarism.
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