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 Unit-A 

 Basic terms and concepts: lineage, clan, phraty, moiety, kindred, incest, descent, 

inheritance, succession, consanguinity and affinity. Evolutionary structural functional 

cultural and gender perspectives. 

Unit-B 

Kinship terminology : Patrilineal, matrilineal, double and cognatic descent; Descent groups, 

corporate groups and local groups 

Unit-C 

Marriage and affinity : Alliance theory: symmetrical and asymmetrical exchange, 

prescriptive and preferential marriage, monogamy and polygamy, marriage transaction and 

stability of marriage 

Unit-D 

Rules of residence : Virilocal, unxorilocal, neolocal and natolocal residence The genealogical 

method Family :  nature of the family,  Family and household, Elementary and extended 

family and  Developmental cycle 

Unit-E 

Family and Marriage in India : regional diversities, Forces of change and  Family in the 

context of care of the child and the aged; Demographic dimensions of family and marriage. 

 



Essential readings : 

 

Barnes, J.A. 1971. Three Styles in the Study of Kinship London : Tavistock. 

Fortes, M. 1970. Time and Social Structure and Other Essays : London Athlone Press. 

Fox, robin. 1967. Kinship and Marriage: An Anthropological Perspective. 

Harmondsworth: Penguin. Books Ltd. 

Goody, Jack (ed) 1971. Kinship. Harmondsworth: Penguin. Books Ltd. 

International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 1968. New York: Macmillan and Free 

Press.  

Levi-Strauss,Claude, 1969 (1949). The Elementary Structure of Kinship. London: Eyre and 

Spottiswoode. 

Radclifee-Brown, A.R. and D. Forde (eds.) 1950 African Systems of Kinship and Marriage 

London: Oxford University Press. 

Radclifee-Brown, A.R. 1952. Structure and Function in Primitive Society. London: Cohen and 

West. 

Shah, A.M. 1974 The Household Dimension of the Family in India. Berkely : University of 

California Press. 

Uberoi Patricia (ed.) 1993. Family, Kinship and Marriage in India. New Delhi : Oxford 

University Press. 

Karve, Irawati; Kinship organisation of India, (in Hindi also) 

 



References: 

Carsten, Janet. 2000. Cultures of Relatedness : New Approaches to the Study of Kinship. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Dube, Leela 1974. Sociology of Kinship : An Analytical Survey of Literature. Bombay: Popular 

Prakashan. 

Dumont, L. 1966. Marriage in India: The Present State of the Question, III North India in 

relation to South India. Contributions to Indian Sociology 9: 90-114. 

Engels, F. 1948. The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State. Moscow: Progress 

Publishers. 

Goody, Jack (ed.) 1958. The Developmental Cycle in Domestic Groups. Cambridgs: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Keesing, R.M. 1975.  Kingroups and Social Structure New York: Holt Rinehart and Winston. 

Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, 1951. Notes and Queries on 

Anthropology. Yth rev. ed., London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.  

Schneider, D. 1965. American Kinship : A Cultural Account. London: Tavistock. 

Pedagogy 

The student should be exposed to the diversity in systems of kinship, marriage and family 

patterns in ethnographically diverse situations. The attempt should also be to demonstrate 

how kinship patterns relate to political, economic stratification, demographic and other 

dimensions of the society. Students should be encouraged to draw genealogical charts. 

 

 


