
Paper II -Methodology of Social Research  

UNIT-A 

Philosophical Roots of Social Research: Philosophy of Social Science. 

Scientific Method in Social Research. 

Logic of Inquiry in Social Science Research: Inductive Deductive Logic.  

Hypothesis & Concept. 

UNIT-B 

Quantitative Methods of Social Research - Research Design and its Types.  

Sampling Method. 

Techniques of Data Collection : Interview, Schedule and Questionnaire.  

UNIT C 

Techniques and Methods of Qualitative Research- Observation, Case Study, Content Analysis, Oral 

History, Life History. 

Measurement of Scaling Techniques, Reliability and Validity. 

UNIT D 

Classification & Tabulation. 

Measures of Central Tendencies: Mean, Median and Mode. 

Measures of Dispersion : Standard Deviation, Mean Deviation, Quartile Deviation. 

UNIT E 

Definition & Importance of Correlation. 

Correlation of Coefficient (r and Rho). 

Test of Significance. 

Chi-Square Test.  
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Pedagogy 

It may be noted that the course plan is sufficiently board based to divide it into two courses. Or 

one course may be culled out depending on the desired thrust and focus. 

This course, especially the first section, is communicating the message that methodologies and 

methods do not evolve or emerge in a vacuum. Thus, the teacher is expected to constantly connect 

research methods to a theoretical framework so as to explain explicitly the linkages between theory and 

practice. 

Discussions and practical exercises may form an integral part of the course. Daily discussion on 

specific topic among students will provide feedback to the teacher and also arouse the interest of the 

students. 

A field visit may also be organized depending upon the resources, time and convenience. Students may 

be made to do exercises in class such as the construction of questionnaires, schedules etc. and also test 

them in the field so as to sharpen their research skills. The section on statistics should also be rigorously 

explained along with adequate exercises. 



 


