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Unit I :  1.    Constitutionalism  
a. Authoritarianism – Dictatorship  
b. Democracy –Communism  
c. Limited Government-concept-Limitations on government  
d. What is a Constitution ? 
e. Development of a democratic government in England- Historical evolution of 

Constitutional government.  
f. Conventions of constitutionalism – law and conventions  
g. Written Constitution : U.S.A., Canada, Australia and India. 
h. Separation of powers : Montesquieu 
i. Rule of Law : Concept and New Horizons 
j.  Fundamental Rights : Human Rights  
k. Judicial Review : European Court of Human Rights    
l. Human Rights : International Conventions  
m. Limits & doctrine of domestic jurisdiction in international law   

Unit II :2. Federalism  
a. What is a federal government? 
b. Difference between confederation and federation  
c. Conditions requisite for federalism 
d. Patterns of federal government - U.S.A., Australia, Canada, India  
e. Judicial review - for federal umpiring  
f. New trends in federalism : Co-operative federalism  
g. India - Central Control v. State Autonomy  
h. Political factors influencing federalism  
i. Plural aspects of Indian Federalism: Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Assam. Dynamic of federalism.  

Unit III: 3 Pluralism 
a. What is a pluralistic society?  
b. Ethnic, linguistic, cultural, political pluralism   
c. Individual rights - right to dissent 
d. Freedom of speech and expression  
e. Freedom of the press  
f. Freedom of association  
g. Rights to separateness  
h. Freedom of religion  
i. Rights of the religions and linguistic minorities 
j. Compensatory discrimination for backward classes  
k. Women-rights to equality and right to special protection  
l. Scheduled Tribes, Distinct Identity – protection against exploitation - NSIS-Exclusion from Hindu 

Law.  

4. Uniform Civil Code  



 

 

Non-State law (NSLS) and State Law Systems - Problem of a Uniform Code v personal 
laws vertical federalism.  

 
Unit IV : 1.  Equality in Plural Society . 

a. Right to equality and reasonable classification  
b. Prohibition of discrimination on ground of religion, caste, sex, language  
c. Abolition of untouchability 
d. Secularism - constitutional principles  
e. Tribal Groups and Equality 

2.   Pluralism and International Concerns  
a. International Declaration of Human Rights 
b. Conventions against genocide 
c. Protection of religious, ethnic and linguistic minorities  
d. State Intervention for protection of human rights 
e. Right of self-determination.  
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Students should consult relevant volumes of the Annual Survey of Indian Law published 
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