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Unit – I  

a) Concept of space, area and locational attributes  
b) Development: concepts and indicators; planning: concept need and levels 
c) Region: concept, types and deli; planning regions: need, characteristics and hierarchy 
d) Heritage of regional development theory: regional science, regional economics and 

theoretical geography 
 

Unit – II  

Main themes of regional development theories: 
a) Economic growth doctrines and their impact on regional development (E. Hoover, D.C. 

North, F. Perroux, W. Isard 
b) Theories of transmission of economic growth (G. Myrdal, A.O. Hirschmann, H.S. Perloff, 

I. Rodwin, J. Friedmann); UN sponsored policies and programmes 
c) Debate on the relevance of development theories: Rethinking of development (D. Seers, 

Club of Rome, H. Chenery, the neo-Marxists); territorial v/s functional regional 
development (J. Friedmann); Theories of regional underdevelopment (D. Slater, D. 
Forbes); development from below (W. Stohr and F. Toddling, D.A. Rondinelli and K. 
Ruddle) 

d) Multifaceted paradigms of regional development: Eco-development, ‘another’ 
development, sustainable development, development under structural adjustment 
programmes 
 

 Unit – III  

Regional planning strategies: 
a) Urban-industrial growth pole strategies as a tool of diffusion of modernisation 
b) Neo-populist regional development strategies: Integrated rural development, basic need 

approach, target area and target group approach 
c) Multi-level regional planning 
d) Peoples participation in the planning process; Panchayati Raj system; role and 

relationship of Panchayati Raj Institutions (Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zila 
Parishad) and administrative structure (village, block and district) 
 

Unit – IV  

a) Delineating regions for planning: planning regions v/s geographical regions 
b) Schemes of regionalization (J. Friedmann, V. Nath, L.S. Bhat, P. Sengupta, Galina 

Sdasyuk), territorial production complexes 
c) The role of cities and the urbanization process in regional development in India; 

Planning for supra-urban spaces 



d) The state and regional policy in India; the status of regional planning in the Five Year 
Plans 
 

Unit – V   

a) National plans: South East Resource Region Plan and The Western Ghat Plan 
b) Administrative machineries of regional planning in India: The Planning Commission, the 

Town and Country Planning Organization, district level planning 
c) Regional social movements in India and their linkages with state regional policy and 

development strategies 
d) The New Economic Policy and its impact on the regional structure and regional planning 

problems in India 
 

References: 

1. Abler, R., et al, Spatial Organization, The Geographer's View of the World, Prentice Hall, 
Englewood Cliffs, N. J., 1971 

2. Alden, Jeremy and Robert Morgan, Regional Planning: A Comprehensive View, Leonard 
Hill Books, Beds, 1974 

3. Bhat, L. S. et al., Micro-Level Planning: A Case Study of Karnal Area, Haryana, K. B. 
Publications, New Delhi, 1976 

4. Bhat, L. S., Regional Planning in India, Statistical Publishing Society, Calcutta, 1973 
5. Chandna, R. C., Regional Planning: A Comprehensive Text, Kalyani Publishers, Ludhiana, 

2000 
6. Chorley, R. J. and R. Hagget, Models in Geography, Methuen, London, 1967 
7. Christaller, W., Central Places in Southern Germany, Translated by C. W. Baskin, 

Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1966 
8. Friedmann, J. and W. Alonso, Regional Development Policy- A Case Study of Venezuela, 

M.I.T Press Cambridhge, Mass, 1966 
9. Friedmann, J. and W. Alonso, W., Regional Development and Planning - A Reader, M. I. 

T. Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1967 
10. Glasson, John, An Introduction to Regional Planning – Concepts, Theory, and Practice, 

Hutchinson Educational Ltd., London, 1974 
11. Glikson, Arthur, Regional Planning and Development, Netherlands Universities 

foundation for International Co-operation, London, 1955 
12. Gosal, G. S. and Krishan, G., Reclional Disparities in Levels of Socio-Economic 

Development in Punjab, Vishal Publications, Kurukshetra, 1984 
13. Government of India, Planning Commission, Third Five Year Plan, Chapter on Regional 

Imbalances in Development, New Delhi, 1961 
14. Indian Council of Social Science Research, Survey of Research in Geography, Popular 

Prakashan, Bombay, 1972 
15. Johnson, E. A. J., The Organisation of Space in Developing Countries, Harvard University 

Press, Cambridge, 1 970 
16. Kuklinski, A. R. (ed.), Growth Poles and Growth Centres in Regional Planning, Mouton, 

The Hague, 1972 
17. Kundu, A. and Moonis Raza, Indian Economy - The Regional Dimension, Spectrum 

Publishers, New Delhi, 1982 
18. Losch, A., The Economics of Location, University Press, Yale, New Haven, 1954.  



19. Mishra, R. P. et al, Multi-Level Planning, Heritage Publishers, Delhi, 1980 
20. Misra, R. P. (ed.), Regional Planning: Concepts, Techniques, Policies & Case Studies, 

University of Mysore, Mysore, 1969 
21. Misra, R. P. et al (eds.), Regional Development Planning in India - A Strategy, Institute 

of Development Studies, Mysore, 1974 
22. Mitra, A., Levels of Regional Development, Census of India, Vol. 1, Part IA (i) and (ii), 

New Delhi 1965 
23. Myrdal, G., Economic Theory and Under-Development Regions, Gerald Duckworth, 

London, 1957 
24. Nangia, Sudesh, Delhi Metropolitan Region, Rajesh Publication, Delhi, 1976 
25. Raza, Moonis (ed.), Regional Development, Heritage Publishers, Delhi, 1988 
26. Richardson, H. W., Elements of Regional Economics, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 

1969 
27. Singh, Tarlok, India's Development Experience, McMillan, New Delhi, India, 1974 
28. Sundaram, K. V. (ed.), Geography and Planning: Essays in Honour of V. L. S. Prakasa, 

Concept Publishing Company, New Delhi, 1985 
 

 


