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Rationalism
Descartes: Conception of method and the need for method in philosophy, clarity and
distinctness as the criterion of truth, doubt and methodological scepticism, the cogito-

intuition or inference? innate ideas, the ‘real’ distinction between mind and matter, role of
God, proofs for the existence of God, mind-body interactionalism
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Spinoza: Substance, Attribute and Mode, the concept of ‘God or Nature’, the mind-body
problem, pantheism, three orders of knowing
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Leibniz: Monadology, truths of reason and truths of fact, innateness of all ideas, proofs
for the existence of God, principles of non-contradiction, sufficient reason and identity of
indiscernibles, the doctrine of pre-established harmony, problem of freedom and
philosophy
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Empiricism
Locke: Ideas and their classification, refutation of innate ideas, theory of knowledge,

three grades of knowledge, theory of substance, distinction between primary and
secondary qualities
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Berkeley: Refutation of the distinction between primary and secondary qualities,
immaterialism, critique of abstract ideas, esse est pericipi, the problem of solipsism; God
and self
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Hume: Impressions and ideas, knowledge concerning relations of ideas and knowledge

concerning matters of fact, induction and causality, the external world and the self,
personal identity, refutation of metaphysics, scepticism, reason and the passions
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Kant: The critical philosophy, classification of judgements, possibility of synthetic a
priori judgements, the Copernican revolution, forms of sensibility, categories of
understanding, the metaphysical and the transcendental deduction of the categories,
phenomenon and noumenon, the ideas of Reason, soul, God and world as a whole,
freedom and immortality, refutation of speculative metaphysics
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Hegel: The conception of Geist (spirit), the dialectical method, concepts of being, non-
being and becoming, absolute idealism
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Karl Marx: Reality, Knowledge and Dialectical method
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W.T. Stace : A Critical History of Greek Philosophy

Frank Thilly : A History of Philosophy
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