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M.A./M.Sc. Geography 
Third Semester 

Paper – III (43363B) Biogeography 

Unit - I 

a) Nature, scope, development and relevance of biogeography 
b) Zoogeographical provinces 
c) Floral kingdom 
d) Altitudinal zoning; eco-geographic trends 

Unit – II 

Biogeography processes and patterns 
a) Evolution, adaptation, speciation and extinction  
b) Dispersal and colonization 
c) Habitats and microhabitats, limits of distribution and endemics 
d) Relicts, disjunction patterns, patterns of rarity and patterns of biodiversity 

Unit – III 

Physical limitation of life 
a) Environmental gradients; interaction of factors and patterns of climate 
b) Biomes and life forms; soil; ecological succession, the ecosystem and 

microclimates 
c) Island as an area of isolation, problems of access; variety of island habitats 
d) Hazards of island life; opportunity for adaptive radiation 

Unit – IV  

Terrestrial major biomes: Study of biomes with reference to regional climate, 
vegetation, structure, ecological succession, species richness, geographical 
affinities, soils, faunal adaptations, mapping at a global level (Applicable for 
both Unit – IV and Unit - V) 

a) Tundra and taiga 
b) Temperate broadleaf 
c) Deciduous forest 
d) Tropical broadleaf evergreen forest 

Unit – V  

a) Tropical savannas  
b) Desert scrub,  
c) Mid-latitude grassland  
d) Mediterranean scrub  
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