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UNIT-I Constitutional Aspects of Environment - Constitution and 42nd Amendment Act 
of 1976, Directive Principles of State Policy, Fundamental Duties, Right to 
Pollution Free Environment: Judicial Mandate - Sustainable Development, 
Precautionary Principle, Polluter Pay Principle, Public Trust Doctrine 
Judicial activism to protect environmental pollution 

UNIT-II  The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 - Objects and reasons of the act, 
Definition - General Powers of the Central Government to issue directions, 
Prevention, control and Abatement of Environmental pollution; Penalties and 
Procedure, Standards for emission or discharges of environmental pollutants.  

UNIT-III The Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 Application of the Act, 
Definitions - Constitution, Powers and Functions of Central and State Boards for 
Prevention and Control of Air Pollution. Powers of the State Government; 
Penalties and Procedures; Rules and Procedures.  

UNIT-IV The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 - Application of the 
Act, Definitions - Constitution, Powers and Functions of Central and State 
Boards, Joint Boards for Prevention and Control of Water Pollution; Power of 
State Governments; Penalties and Procedures,  

UNIT-V Forest Conservation and Wild Life Protection Acts- Forest Conservation Act, 
1980 and its Salient Features, The Wildlife Protection Act 1972; 
Biodiversity Conservation –Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and its Salient Features 

UNIT-VI National Green Tribunal Act, 2010- Accident, Tribunal, Workman, Composition 
of Tribunal, Jurisdiction, Powers, and Penalty   

 
SUGGESTED READINGS : 

1. The Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 as amended up- to-date  
2. The Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 as amended up-to-date  
3. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.  
4. Indian Forest Act, 1927 

5. Forest Conservation Act, 1980  
6. The Wildlife Protection Act 1972 as amended up-to-date 
7. Biological Diversity Act, 2002 
8. National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 
9. Goyal, Sunil ; Porwal, Sunil and Maheshwari. K.G. - Manual of Pollution control Laws in 

India, 1988.  
10. Lal's Comments on Water and Air Pollution Laws, 1986  
11. Jain, Suresh & Jain, Vimla - Environmental Law in India.  
12. Gurbax Singh Karkara - Environment & Pollution Laws. 

  


